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Lynnwood Celebrates Advent

Lynnwood continued the Advent celebration with its second Friday night service
on December 16. Jason White , with the assistance of many congregation
members, led the service that focused on the life of Jesus. Jason will be attend-
ing seminary the first two weeks of January, after which we expect to resume
our Friday evening services every other week.

This service provides an opportunity to get our youth
and community involved in an alternative celebration
service that is truly open to all.

Come take a look, and bring a friend!

On December 18" our Sunday School youth presented
“The Christmas Letters” a wonderful children’s program
in which the children write letters to find out how people
felt about the events surrounding Jesus' birth. They wrote
letters to Joseph, Mary, the Innkeeper, a Shepherd, an
Angel and the Baby Jesus. They read the letters aloud,
personalizing them with their own names. Then costumed biblical characters
came forward and read their response to the child.

We also enjoyed a very humorous but meaningful
production of “Hark on the Ark” directed by Jean
LaCrosse, in which a young girl used her imagina-
tion to tell a tale of what Christmas would be like if
Noah and his family celebrated it on the ark.
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“A Year to Grow?”

Most definitely!!! The year 2012, contrary
to the Mayan calendar that predicts this
year will be our world’s last (their__ world
actually ended centuries ago), is des-
tined to welcome a major new chapter in
the life of Lynnwood Reformed Church.

This is our opportunity to generate the kind
of broad-based movement which will grow
OUR church. The alternative is unaccept-
able. Who wants us to fade into Guilder-
land’s background by becoming irrelevant to
its spiritual profile?

How we begin is clear enough. Those who
have already traveled this road took their
first step by preparing to grow. We have to
increase our capacity to grow. Churches
must commit themselves intentionally,
deliberately, to the process.

Basically, everything we do as a church will
need to be evaluated for how growth is
being promoted or hindered. Otherwise,
growth on any significant scale is not

going to happen, not in our locale anyway.
We do not live in the Bible Belt, and there
are no clamoring crowds breaking down our
doors trying to get in. In fact, we see that
the values and lifestyles of so many in our
region push people away from Christ. So,
our challenge is to draw them towards him,
like our new Mission Statement says,
because they won't likely go there on their
own.

This does mean that the pressure is on us.
It is much easier to manage stagnation and
decline in a church. Just don’t do anything
much and things will fall apart naturally. We
cannot afford to stagnate and decline.

Now growth is exciting but can also be
stressful. We all can relate to those
“growing pains” of youth. In a church these
need to be managed carefully. We prepare
to grow methodically and systematically
through leadership. We identify leaders
whose Passion for the Love of Christ  is
driving them to want to grow our church. We
do not have to defend this goal, because we
have the most awesome Savior to present
to the world.

Preparing to grow requires us to clarify the
channels of communication and streamline
decision-making. We do not want the best
ideas and the bursts of energy needed to
fuel them to fizzle and die through endless
meetings. We want individuals and groups
led by the Spirit of Christ to be free to seize
the initiative. We want them to make the
most of the opportunities that will advance
our growth as rapidly as feasible. Do we
have any time to waste?

Preparing to grow means we identify all
whose Passion for the Love of Christ
includes a willingness to pray for our
church to grow and for everyone in our
church to commit to that growth. It means
we identify all whose Passion for the Love
of Christ propels them into ministries of
Servant-hood which inspire others to do
likewise.

This is how we prepare to grow and may
God bless us this NEW YEAR!

fulr B




CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY

Don’t forget to schedule an appointment to have your family photo taken
for our new photo directory. Pictures will be taken on Jan 12, 13th from
2:30-9:00 and on Jan 14th from 10:00-5:00. Schedule your appointment
online at www.LynnwoodReformed.org and receive a $10 discount on
(optional) photography purchased.

When photographed you will receive a complimentary church photo
directory and an 8 x 10 photo. If anyone has a family member in the
military, or is unavailable at these times please contact Judy Stevens at

JudyMStevens@nycap.rr.com , or Janice Shaffer VacForever@gmail.com

PROJECT ANGEL TREE

You did make a difference!

YOU put a smile on the faces of 40 children in Schenectady by providing
gifts through Project Angel Tree ... a mission project of Lynnwood
Women. This represents 19 families. Each child received an article of
clothing as well as a toy (entertainment) item. These gifts were given to
the children with love from their incarcerated parent. Their Christmas
was made much brighter because you cared to make a diffeence. Thank
you to all who helped in so many ways; making phone calls, sorting and
packing gifts for delivery, delivering the gifts and to all who purchased the
gifts so beautifully wrapped with your love.

CARE NOTE BOOKLETS

In our troubled world, everyone needs a caring place, a place of healing
and hope. The Care Ministry Team attempts to extend love, care and
concern to all those who are a part of the Lynnwood Family. Care Note
Booklets are available for all! Please take a look to see if there is one that
speaks to you. They are free and available on the shelf in the narthex.

Care Notes help folks by reaching them right where they are. Often the
printed word and thoughts of others are so helpful. Some of the current
topics include:

Finding Hope When Times are Tough
Hanging on to Hope Through a Serious lliness
Caring for Yourself When You're Caring for Someone llI

When Alzheimer’s “Steals” the Loved One You Knew as well as
many others.
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Four things for
success:

work and pray,
think and believe.
~ Norman Peale

"It was just so
nice to have
people
supporting us.
Prayeris a
powerful thing."

~Angel Tree Parent

What you can do |
cannot

What | can do you
cannot

But together we
can do something
beautiful for God.

~Mother Theresa
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As the use of screen media to aid worship increases, the
Technology team is responding to many new requests for
audio, video and other graphic displays. We need new
people to learn the ropes to help keep us growing. Please
contact Neil or Ann Satterly, Dave Japikse or Mark Watson. You don't

have to be a computer savvy expert to begin helping. Ask us and we'll Let us love, not in
show you. word or speech,
Have you noticed the announcements playing on the screens before butin truth and
worship service? Tell us what you think about the quantity, readability action.

and relevancy. Is there something we can do a way to improve this? Let

us know. ~Unknown

The team is in the planning stages for moving the audio and graphics work
station to a new location in the balcony. This will provide more table
surface area, better ergonomics and more rack space for equipment. If
you can help by donating your time, talents, and/or materials please
contact Neil at 356-4405.

Building & Property

B & P Committee is attempting to establish a list of people to draw from
(men, women and teens) who are willing to support LRC by giving an

hour or two of their time with talents they may have in the following areas: Teamwork
Carpentry Plumbing divides the task
Electrical Window Washing and multiplies the
Landscaping Gardening success.
Painting
Volunteers will be used for smaller tasks necessary to keep the church ~ Unknown

and parsonage in good repair.
Please contact Betsy Hollander or Jean Dean if you can help.

Lynnwood Women

The women celebrated the Holiday Season on December 5th,
with hors d’oeuvres and then a wonderful music program,
“Sights and Sounds of Christmas” by Claudia Summers, a
talented local pianist and harper. We then concluded the
evening program with coffee and an array of delicious
desserts and fellowship.

Music is well said
to be the speech of
angels.

~Thomas Carlyle

Please plan on joining the upcoming meeting of Lynnwood Women on
January 9th at 7 PM in the Conference Room.
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Outreach Team

A big thank you to Betsy Hollander for designating Memorial Gifts given in

memory of her loving husband Harry Hollander for the purchase of the “Alone we can do
nativity which has been displayed on the front lawn of the church during so little; together
Advent. Also many thanks to the Men’s Brotherhood for their help in setting we can do so
up the display. much.”

The Outreach Team is working on the new Photo Directory for 2012. ~ Helen Keller

Remember to schedule an appointment to have your photo taken and also
make sure we have all updated information: phone number, address, and
e-mail.

Be on the lookout for information on the upcoming blood drive.

Mission Team

Mission Trip fundraising nears its goal—THANK YOU!

Through the support of the congregation and community and the efforts
of the members of the Kentucky Mission Trip, the fundraising goals for
the April 2012 trip are close to being met. Many thanks to all for your

support.

APPLEBEE'S PANCAKE BREAKFAST: "Sympathy is no
Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast, our final fundraiser is coming up on substitute for
February 4 . This will be a fun, inexpensive Saturday morning when action."

Lynnwood and our friends, family and neighbors get to take over Apple-
bee’s. When do you get to go to a restaurant and know ALL the wait staff
and most of the customers??

~ David Livingstone

Summer 2012 Youth Intern Opportunity

Once again Lynnwood Reformed Church will sponsor two Summer In-
terns to work with Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM): one full-time
and one part-time. This will be LRC’s 3" year of offering this life-
expanding, eye-opening, AND money-making experience to a graduating
high school senior or college age youth. Details to apply will be included
in next month’s newsletter, but if you think you might be interested in this
type of a summer job, take a moment to read the reflection written by
Lynnwood member and SUNY Fredonia student Scott Miller.
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August Reflections by LRC’s 2011 SICM
Summer Intern, Scott Miller

This summer's work was an entirely new experi-
ence for me. | have never before worked with
children extensively and also never worked in
food services. Of course being an intern at SICM
also means you have to assemble desks, unload
trucks, and even sort through pallets of rotting
potatoes. It was rare to find a dull moment, and
even when things slowed down that time was
always spent in some sort of reflection rather
than a state of boredom. An experience like this
gives you a lot to think about.

| grew up in a neighborhood so safe that | make
fun of my mom for locking the door. My family
always provided everything | needed and an
awful lot of stuff that | wanted. Of course I've
been through some 'bad' parts of Albany and
Schenectady and was fortunate enough to have
been brought up so as not to be ignorant of
poverty. | had first-hand experience during the
summer lunch program and at the food pantry.
My favorite job at the food pantry was handing
out produce. Maybe it was because actually
handing stuff out makes the time go by faster
than trying to find the next shelf to restock, but |
think the reason | enjoyed it most was because |
got to interact with people. It was the only job |
did where | got to hand out food and talk to the

customers. There is one story that speaks for the
value some of these people place on the produce

window. At 11 o'clock every Thursday anyone
who cares to may come to the produce window
and collect what they want without going through
the line first. This means people can come every
week for produce if they'd like. One woman was

always waiting patiently from about 9 o'clock right

next to the window so she could be the first to
sign up and the first in line at 11. | noticed this
early in the summer and always thought her
resoluteness was rather remarkable.

| know that there are some people who, for an

array of reasons, cannot feed themselves or their

children; that's why programs like this exist. But |
believe that experience is the essence of
existence and there is no substitute for seeing
things for yourself. | came to appreciate how
meaningful a simple meal can be to a kid who

hasn't eaten all day. The most wonderful part
about working at Carrie Street Park all summer
wasn't the familiarity or the routine, but how the
children come to feel close to you. | do not claim
to be good with kids, nor do | intend to suggest
that all the kids loved me! But | honestly can say
that several of them were always happy to see
me. And of course, | was happy to see them;
almost as happy as | was to see them happy to
see me! But before | lose you, the moral of the
story is that the internship program provides
continuity and a resulting comfort for the children.

The Summer Lunch program very quickly
becomes more than just free food. | would
suggest that going to their site is the highlight of
the day for some. It became clear to me partway
through the summer that for some of the kids,
summer lunch served as an escape as well as a
meal. When we played kickball or frisbee with
them, or just talked to them at the picnic table or
on the swings, it allowed them to forget about
missing breakfast, the fear of not having supper,
and prevented them from thinking about any
other troubles, whether it be at home or with
friends. They know this and cherish the time. It is
my hope that whether they know it or not, a lot of
the children are realizing, perhaps for the first
time, that there is a world of people outside of
their own that wants to help. So in this way, SICM
is providing role models for these children. The
younger ones especially are very likely learning
valuable lessons about charity and generosity.

An example of the attachment and often respect
that grew between myself and the children
occurred on my last visit to Carrie Street.
Prompted by my explaining | had to go back to
college, a boy going into the fifth grade asked me
what | am going to be when | grow up. Pursuing a
music career as | am, | hesitated being rather
unsure myself! | was about to say banally, 'a
musician,' when the boy asked 'A teacher?'
Taken aback and rather lost in my own
occupational musings, | said: 'well, maybe at the
college level." My young friend then explained to
me his purpose: he wanted me to become a 6th
grade teacher so that | could be his teacher next
year! It doesn't take much for a kid to make your
day.
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Keep them in your prayers

Joyce Buechner Jean LaCrosse Drew Bratt Joyce Bordeau

Dottie Gralow Yonia Foster Grace Dugan Grace Kemner

Suzanne Ports Regina LaRue Marion Robinson The Schardt Family

Dan Bremigan Marie Murray Gary Gillen

Publication Deadlines The Annual Congregational Meeting

Articles for Life of Lynnwood are due on Sunday, January 22 " right after worship.

the 12th of each month. PLEASE HAVE ANY WRITTEN REPORTS IN
_ TO THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN SUNDAY,

Bulletin Insert JANUARY 15 ™

Bulletin insert information is due no later

than 2pm on Wednesday.
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