
 

 

 

 Throughout Lent Pastor Stacey and I led a small group 
entitled “Journeying with Jesus.” It was a wonderful six 
week experience where we were joined by four other 
congregants from Lynnwood to dive deeply into the 
preaching passages for each week. When we met on 
Sunday afternoon at 3pm we would first reflect on the 
sermon from that day. Then we entered into a 
contemplative reading exercise of the passage for the 
coming week. After we dwelt in God’s word we would 
reflect on four questions: “what stood out to you as you 
heard this passage?’’, “what do you learn about God from 
this passage?”, “what is the good news for you in this 
passage?’’, and “what is the good news for our community 
of faith?” After this we would then talk about preaching 
and different ways/styles/rhetorical devices to craft a 
sermon, and then we would finish in prayer. 

 For me personally this group was spiritually nourishing, 
both individually and pastorally. Personally, it was an 
opportunity to meditate on words of scripture and verbally 
process my own reflections; furthermore, it was an 
opportunity to also listen to the way God might have been 
speaking to them through the passage. Of course, one of 
the best parts was the humble way we would encourage or 
challenge people’s interpretations with a posture of love 
and gracious wondering. This sort of reflection allowed me 
to glimpse God in ways I was not able to on my own. For 
my own pastoral nourishment this small group allowed me 
to hear the perspectives and wrestlings of different people. 
To be honest, writing a sermon is often times difficult for 
me, but this group was quite special in that I did not feel as 
though I were going at it alone. I felt encouraged and also 
drawn to a deeper level of reflection on the passage. 

 In all, whether personally or pastorally, I have reached 
this understanding: there is a power in reading scripture in 
community and alongside others. I do believe that taking 
time aside for personal study and reflection on scripture is 

a wonderful thing as well, but there is an incredibly 
powerful way that God is moving and active when we read 
scripture together. I think the power of reading scripture 
together is the power of God to speak through each of us 
in order to encourage or teach or challenge or bless one 
another. Reading scripture together, as I have seen it, is a 
way that God not only affects the life of an individual, but 
also the life of a community. 

 And so, I am longing to follow this life-giving thing that 
I have come to understand. I am desiring for us, both as 
individuals and a family of faith, to experience this sort of 
powerful movement and speech from God. Now, that is 
not to say that we can manufacture experiences of God 
just by doing certain things, but if we show up with open 
hearts and minds for God to speak and to move, then I 
think that we might experience the gifts of a generous God 
who is always willing to give good things. 

 This leads me to thinking about ways to continue this 
group. During this month, Pastor Stacey and I will be giving 
thought to how we might host a group like our “Journeying 
with Jesus” group for longer than a six week period. 
Perhaps it will be year round. There are many details to 
figure out, but alas, my purpose of writing is to:  
1) encourage you with the knowledge that God speaks 
when we gather to listen, and 2) exploring ways that we 
might experience this in our life together. One last 
question I have is whether you have ever desired to host or 
start a scripture reading or Bible study group. If you have 
harbored these thoughts I would love to know them and 
process them with you. Because maybe that longing of 
yours is a longing for the life-giving and transformative 
encounter with God and others that I experienced over the 
past couple of weeks. If this is you, then I would welcome 
an opportunity to sit down with you and talk about how 
we might make into a reality for you. 

 

Pastor Garret 
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“Let mutual love continue.” Hebrews 13:1 
 

 This verse is theme and practice of the third global 
gathering of the Global Christian Forum that will gather 
in Bogota Columbia from April 23-28. There, 250-300 
church leaders from different denominational, national, 
ethnic, and cultural boundaries will meet together to 
confess our common faith and witness.  
Our denomination, the Reformed Church in America 
has a long history of ecumenical work and relationships.  
The RCA is sending three delegates to the gathering to 
participate. As one of your pastors, I am thrilled to 
attend as one of those RCA representatives. 

 The Global Christian Forum was birthed as an 
initiative out of a larger ecumenical group: the World 
Council of Churches.  At their 8th Assembly in 1998,  
the WCC reflected that although they are “a worldwide 
fellowship of churches seeking unity, a common witness 
and Christian service”1 there were Christian groups and 
communions missing from their membership. To make a 
long story short, the Global Christian Forum was born 
“to create an open space wherein representatives from a 
broad range of Christian churches and inter-church 
organizations, which confess the triune God and Jesus 
Christ as perfect in His divinity and humanity, can gather 
to foster mutual respect, to explore and address together 
common challenges.”2  Today, these words are the 
guiding purpose statement for the Global Christian 
Forum.  

 Ecumenical work is important to me as a person,  
a pastor, and a larger member of Christ’s Church. Jesus 
himself was concerned with the unity of the church and 
therefore it’s witness in the world. In John 17, Jesus 
prayed for his disciples and for those who would come 
after them: “that they may all be one. As you, Father, 
are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me.”3   

 

 

 

  

 A common question that arises as a response to 
global ecumenical work is, “How does this global work 
positively influence our local churches?” Lynnwood, I am 
so proud to tell you that whether you know if or not, we 
have directly benefitted from global ecumenical work in 
our worship and discipleship. In January, we hosted an 
exhibit from the WCC called “The 12 Faces of Hope.” 
This exhibit shared stories of 12 individuals working 
together for justice and peace in Israel and Palestine.  
It is my hope that this exhibit from the WCC and our 
reflection upon it will guide us in our journey as disciples 
of Jesus as we also seek justice and peace in the world. 
Our worship together has also been shaped by the 
liturgy from another global ecumenical gathering.  
This summer, I attended the 2017 General Council of the 
World Communion of Reformed Churches. In coming to 
join you as one of your pastors, I have enjoyed 
interspersing these prayers, confessions, and calls to 
worship into our own liturgy as a congregation. I leave 
you with this blessing from the Worship Book of the 
2017 General Council of the WCRC:  

 

“Maker God, the source of life, maker of heaven and 
earth, graciously re-form our lives; may Jesus Christ,  
the way, and the truth, and the life, enable us to live in 
fullness; may the Holy Spirit, the breath of live, empower 
us to live for others; so we may continuously sing the 
song of life to the glory of the living God. Amen.” 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Stacey 

1 https://www.oikoumene.org/en 
2 http://www.globalchristianforum.org/statement.html 
3 John 17:21, NRSV 



 

 

 

This past month at consistory…  

• We reflected on the story of Jesus defending the woman caught in adultery from John 8. 

• We reflected on the history of Lynnwood’s Vision Wheel. This was an important conversation where the elders 
and deacons remembered the process by which the Vision Wheel came together and why it was important for a 
particular moment in the life of Lynnwood. 

• The consistory took time to reflect on ways to use the matching fund drive money in order to re-imagine how 
Lynnwood does outreach. Some ideas were hosting a first responders dinner, supporting the summer programs, 
bringing in a speaker, and hosting a dinner for young families in order to hear and empower their visions for 
ministry. 

• The consistory re-organized and made sure there are consistory persons on each team and committee. 

• The consistory approved the YMCA moving to full time programming. 

 

 

      In case you missed it, we have a new website format located at 
lynnwoodreformed.org. The wonderful new thing about this website is the potential to 
communicate Lynnwood’s life in so many different ways. One way in particular is that each 
sermon is going to be recorded and then posted every week. This will be a wonderful way 
for people who cannot make it to church to be connected. However, it is also a great way 
to go back and reflect on a sermon that was particularly meaningful. You can find these 
sermons under the drop down menu at the top entitled “Worshiping” and by clicking on 
“Sermons.” You are also able to subscribe to Lynnwood’s podcast channel on iTunes to 
have them directly updated to your smartphone. 
 

 This spring, Lynnwood is offering a Profession of Faith class in grades 6th-12th. There are 12 
youth who are taking part in the class. The class meets during discipleship time each Sunday 
and is taught by whichever pastor who is not preaching in the service. The 12 youth who are 
participating in this class will have the opportunity on June 3rd to either profess their faith 
before the congregation if they have been baptized as an infant OR to profess their faith and 
be baptized. In addition to meeting for class each Sunday, youth have the opportunity to meet 
with a mentor to discuss what they are learning and further questions they have. This year we 
have an all-star team of mentors: Shannon Comparetta, Sandie DeLorenzo, Ken Klapp,  
Daniele Rueckert, and Sue Weinberg. Youth will also have the opportunity to participate in a 
service project at the church with their mentor. Finally, students who determine they would 
like to either profess their faith or be baptized after the class will meet with elders and 
deacons to talk over their written statements of faith. Please join us in praying for the youth 
who are taking this journey of discipleship together. 



 

 

 

LYNNWOOD’S TALENT SHOW! 
Please sign up & share your skills!  
 
This year's theme: Two Pastors - twice the fun!  
We will gather around 5:45 for a pot-luck starting at 6:oo.  
The show begins at 7:00. Sign-ups for performing and the pot-luck are at 
the Volunteer Center by the coatroom. Please be sure to sign up all the 
folks you’re bringing, so that enough tables are set up.  
 
This is a great time to invite friends, family, and neighbors to have fun  

on a Saturday night! 
 

 

When I ask people what they love about Lynnwood, I often hear people say 
this church feels like a family: a community in which they are welcome, known, 
and cared for.  What a beautiful picture of the church!  One of the ways 
Lynnwood fosters this sense of belonging and connection is during our fellowship 
hour after the worship service.  There you will find old members and new guests 
sitting for a cup of coffee, youth running to explore coffee-time treats, and 
faithful volunteers serving to make it all happen.   

One of these faithful volunteers, Charlie Miller, has been a volunteer for 
fellowship hour for a long time. He often is the first to meet me at church on 
Sunday mornings; quietly, caringly, and faithfully going about preparing coffee 
for all those who gather after church. In growing to know Charlie over my short 
time at Lynnwood, I decided to ask him about what he loved about serving as a 
volunteer for Fellowship hour. I would like to share his responses with you: 

Pastor Stacey:  How did you get involved helping with Fellowship time at Lynnwood?   

Charlie:  I volunteered to help others serve coffee. I enjoyed it so much that I took it upon myself to prep  
  the coffee each week which in turn helps those who are assigned to do it.                                    

Pastor Stacey:  What do you personally enjoy about serving? 

Charlie:   I enjoy doing the work, and have “perfected” my own system for doing, so it’s easy! 

Pastor Stacey:  How do you think Fellowship Hour benefits our community at Lynnwood Reformed Church? 

Charlie:   It allows everyone the opportunity to learn more about one another and perhaps build lasting friendships. 

Here at Lynnwood we celebrate ways in which the community of faith grows through offering their gifts in service. 
We celebrate Charlie and his faithful work serving over the years. The Fellowship team is in need of more volunteers to 
help with coffee hour. Would you like to consider serving in this way? Don’t worry, serving doesn’t mean you have to 
arrive at church as early as Charlie does! Consider signing up for a Sunday to try a new way of serving. Take a step of 

bravery and try something new! Ask Shannon Comparetta, Daniele Rueckert or any member of the Fellowship team if 
you have any questions. Sign-ups can be found in the Volunteer/Sign-up Center. 

Mark Watson and Pastor Garret  
wowed the audience last year  

with their rendition of Rainbow Connection. 



 

 

 

 

 Music Notes   
   

                        Helping Hands 
 

 
1 Peter 4:11 Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking 
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that 
God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ.  
All glory and power to him forever and ever!  
 
 
 Scripture tells us that Christians should consider the interest of others and help those in need. If someone 
asks you to pray for them, then pray. If someone begs for some water, food, or money, then give it to them. 
Sometimes people just need a friend to listen, or perhaps a few words of wisdom. When you do these 
righteous things you are doing God’s will, working for God, and bringing happiness and blessings on others.  
 
 I am amazed at the help that is offered by members of the Lynnwood Community – serving coffee, 
mowing the lawn, spring cleaning, baking brownies, preparing children’s sermons, singing in the choir, 
reading scripture, taking a mission trip and serving at City Mission. Well, the list is endless. There seems to be 
no limitation to “help” at Lynnwood. 
 
 Recently, I was the recipient of help for a big project – 50 years of accumulated music in the choir room. 
When the Senior Singles heard that I was going to tackle the project, several stepped up and offered HELP. I 
am grateful for Eileen Brown, Jane Brehm, Charlie Miller, Anna Morrison, Jackie Vitale and Wayne Blessing 
for offering their time to this project. Together, we have sorted through boxes, bags and piles of choral 
anthems, organ music, old hymn books, treasures and junk. Many hands made light work. Thank you for your 
helping hands.   
 
 Thank you to all who bring gifts to Lynnwood Musical Ministry. 
 
 Jean La Crosse, Director of Church Music     
   

http://biblereasons.com/being-a-blessing-to-others/


 

 

 
Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 
Sunday, April 15, 5:30-7pm - Come to LRC for dinner, games, and time together! 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Sunday, April 22, 1-3pm - Zero Gravity Laser Tag (Cost $20) 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Saturday, May 12 - Soup Kitchen Serving. Location and time TBD 

Celebration Sunday 
Sunday, May 20 - Sunday School helps lead worship 

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 
Sunday, May 20, 5:30-7pm - Come to LRC for dinner, games, & time together! 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Friday, June 1 at 8:30pm - Sat, June 2 at 9am - Campfire, sleepover, & games at LRC 

Profession of Faith Sunday 
Sunday, June 3    During worship those youth who have completed profession of faith will have the opportunity to 
profess their faith before the congregation.  

www.sicm.us

• Diapers size 4, 5, 6, and pull-ups 

• Toilet paper 

A box for all donations to SICM Food Pantry is located under the  stairs across from the church office. 

guilderlandfoodpantry.com

Hi Folks, 
This month we are in great need for Campbell’s soups. Clients like non creamy ones it seems.   
We always need: juice, snacks, prepared meals from CAMPBELLS, DINTY MOORE and HORMEL, crackers, 
instant potatoes, and  rice. 

 

Thanks so much and have a Blessed Easter! 
 

Sue 
 

 

will be held at the Glen Sanders Mansion on Sunday, April 29 at 3:00pm, Monday, April 30 at 
6:30pm and Tuesday, May 1 at 6:30pm. I am organizing a table of ten for Sunday, April 29 at the 
3:00pm time and am looking for persons who will enjoy an afternoon filled with inspirational music, 
great food and testimonies of lives you have helped to change.  
 

All group reservations MUST be in by April 13 so PLEASE sign up today if you can join us.  
Of course you can go on the other dates and if you do not have an invitation, you may call Jessie at 

346-2275 ext.350 for a reservation.  
 

Thank you, Peg Kniskern 

Invite a friend to join you!  
All are welcome!  

Watch Sunday bulletins 
and emails  

for further info. 

 



 

 

 

 
Please keep in your prayers those who will be spending Easter and the following week in West Virginia. 
Accommodations will be challenging, and with many unknowns at the date of this writing.  
We expect that they will be able to post updates on Facebook, so check there often!  

 

 
 

Dear Lynnwood Reformed Church family, 
 

A casual smile,  
 a casual touch. 
These are the things  
 that mean so much. 
 

To know you are with us 
 in our time of sorrow. 
Sharing our prayers,  
 today and tomorrow. 
 

God give us comfort  
 in the form of good friends.  
May His peace be with you.  
 His love never ends. 
 
the family of Vera Cullen 

 
Thank you, folks, for providing a welcome  
and caring presence to both my parents over these years. 
Visits, mailings, and calls all brightened their lives when 
they were no  
longer able to attend. 
 
I know it meant a great deal to both of them  
to think of Lynnwood as their church home.  
 
Love to all, 
 
Bonnie Nuendel 



 

 

 

 

 

 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes 
me….. 

Who do I contact to 

sign up?… 

I suppose there are a few of us who 
know everyone, but it seems we 
have gotten out of the habit of 
grabbing our name tag on the way 
into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 

Ronald DeLorenzo 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Pamela Rost 

Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Kay Grosch 
Ken Klapp 

Carol Lynch 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours:  8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Ron DeLorenzo 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Did you know? 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines                         
Articles for Life of Lynnwood are 
due on the 15th of each month. 

Bulletin Insert                              
Bulletin insert information is due 

no later than 2pm on Wednesday. 

Not receiving our emails?                       
If you would like to be included on 
our church’s email list, please send 
us an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share : blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

 

Please remember to contact the office with any changes in your contact information 

Directory Updates 



 

 

 For a more complete, detailed & updated calendar,  

please visit the Calendar tab on our new website! 

5 

 

6 7 

  

 

 

2 

Office Closed 

3 4 

Choir 7:30 

8  

Small Group Facilitator Support 
11:45 

Improv 5:30  

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

9 

Lynnwood Women 

7:00 

10 

Bldg & Prop 6:30 

Mission team 6:30 

 

11 

Prayer Shawl 4:00 

Worship Team 6:30 

Choir 7:30 

12 

Reports to 

Consistory Due 

Faith Formation 6:30 

13 

  

14 

  

15  

Senior Singles 11:00 

Birthday Party 4:00 

Improv 5:30 

Youth Group 5:30 

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

16 

 

Newsletter     

deadline 

  

17 

 

Consistory 

18 

Joyful Noise 10:00 

Choir 7:30 

  
  

 

19 

Thursday Circle 7:00 

 

20 

  

21 

  

22 

ARC-y LRC-y Laser Tag 1:00 

Improv 5:30 

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Choir 7:30 

26 

  

27 

  

  

 

 

29 

Congregational Meeting 

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

 

30 

 

May 1 

Bldg & Prop 6:30 

May 2 

Worship Team 6:30 

Choir 7:30 

 May 3 

Faith Formation 6:30 

 

 May 4 

 

 

 May 5 

 

 

 

1  Spencer Phillips 
  Sharon Sobieski  
3 Brian Chew 
4 Portia Gilbert 
  Roger Kennedy 
5 Randy Mix 
9  Dan LaFlash 
 

15 Ron DeLorenzo 
16 Janice Shaffer 
17 Garret Szantner 
19 Florence Amsler 
25 Margaret Ettinger 
  Betsy Hollander  
 
 

26 Betty Looman 
27 Karen Messercola 
29 Burton Robinson 
30 Kim Weinberg 

MISSION TRIP TO WEST VIRGINIA 


