
Pastor: R. Garret Szantner Director of ChurchMusic: Jean LaCrosse
Director of Faith Formation:Amy ChevalierOfficeManager: Emily Conti

Social Gathering for Seniors: Susan Spring-Meggswould like to invite you to a new
small-group for seniors at Lynnwood. This groupwill have their firstmeeting on January
7th, with a snow-date of January 14th.
CityMission:Ameetingwill be held after worship on January 15th for those interested in
serving at the CityMission. Atwhich timewewill choose a date and time for the Lynnwood
group to lend a hand. If unable to attend, please let Carol orMike Lynch know if you are
interested in participating, if you have not done so already. Thanks!!!
2024ConsistoryNominations:Interested in serving as an elder or deacon? Contact a
member of theNominations Committee: Pastor Garret, KathyMix, or SuzanneWilber.
Poinsettias:Order envelopes for poinsettias in the narthex. Return to the church office by
December 17thwith $12 (cash or checks to LRC). Specify on the envelope if it's inmemory or
honor. Pick up after Christmas Eve service.
TheYearly Toy Collection for CityMission in Schenectadywill take place today . Please put
all unwrapped gifts underneath the tree in the narthex.
Angel Tree:All Project Angel Tree gifts are to be returned by next Sunday, December 10th.
Gifts are to bewrappedwith an angel tag securely attached. If you are available to
volunteer to deliver these gifts from 12/13 - 12/16 please contact Kathy Ader (518)456-3648.
Stewardship:All 2023 pledgemoniesmust be received by ThursdayDecember 28, 2023 in
order to be recorded for 2023.
TheGiving Tree:Within the upcomingweeks Lynnwoodwill continue our yearly Giving Tree
program. All are encouraged to donate knitted, used, or excesswinter clothing items for
those in need during theHoliday season. Formore information please contact Betsy
Hollander at (518)393-1276.
Christmas Eve Service:After service a brunchwill be provided, in addition to the normally
scheduled coffee hour, courtesy of the Fellowship Team. All arewelcome and encouraged to
attend. This will be a niceway to celebrate Christmas together as a community.
Suburban Soundswill be hosting aHoliday Concert at the Guilderland library Sunday
December 17th 2023, all arewelcome and encouraged to attend!

Later Today Coffee Fellowship
Bible Studywith Tom 11:00
Street SoldiersMeal Prep 11:30
Suburban Sounds 5:00

Tues 12 Prayer Shawl 12:00
Girl Scout Troop 5048 6:00

Weds 13 Mission TeamMeets 5:30
Stretchingwith Friends 6:00
Worship DesignMeeting 6:30
Choir 7:30

Thur 14 Reports toConsistoryDue
In His Presence 9:30

Sat 16 Maria’s Prayer Group 10:00

Birthdays Stacey Duensing 12/14, NancyMohr 12/17,Walt Cogswell 12/18,
Jonathan de Forest 12/23, Jesus 12/25
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Gathered by God December 10th, 2023
Welcome Daniele Reuckert
Prelude JanithMason& Judy Pardee
Call toWorship Doris Spitzer

We gather -
people of faith andno faith,
people of hope andnohope,
people of peace andnopeace.
Wegather,
with the longing to bemadewhole again
if just for this time, here andnow.
Wegather with a prayer,
however vague and tenuous,
that in spite of the absence of angels,
wisemen, and shepherds,
wemight still be awitness to the birth of all love.
Wegather,
as ready aswe’ll ever be for this story of faith to unfold!

Song of Gathering “SingWe the Song of Emmanuel”
Invitation to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Gracious God,
during this seasonwe realizewebusy ourselveswithmanypreparations.
Weneglect our relationshipswith you andour neighbors.
Wehave failed to love as you love us.
Wedonot always live in the peace or joy of theGoodNews of Jesus.
Forgive us, andmendwhat is broken.
Silent confession
Merciful God,
Openunto us light for our darkness, courage for our fear, strength for our
weakness, compassion for our apathy.
Prepare our hearts to receive Christ, whobrings us hope in our despair,
peace in our turmoil, joy in our sorrow, and love in our loneliness.
Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness
Song of Praise “My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of the Turning)”
Children’sMessage: The Advent Candle of Peace

Receiving God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading Esther 4:11-17 Amy Chevalier
Sermon “Women of TheOld Testament: Esther” Kathleen Youngs
Choir Anthem InMemory of Ruth Anne Burby “Noel”

Responding to God’s Word

Ministry Updates Amy Chevalier
TheOffering
Prayer of Dedication Andy Pris
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Daniele Reuckert

Going Out With God’s Blessing

*Song of Sending “Arise, Shine for Your Light Has Come”
*Benediction
Postlude

*indicates standing for those able. Bold type indicates congregational response
At Lynnwood Reformed Church, we affirm the great diversity of God's creation in our communities.
This diversity includes persons from various economic, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds, gender
expressions and sexual identities, and gifted with a variety of abilities. We also believe that God's
unconditional love, as demonstrated through Jesus Christ, is intended for all. As such, all people are
welcome to participate fully in the life of the church.


