
 

 

 Throughout the summer Pastor Stacey and I will be 
leading a small group of people to study the Sunday sermon 
scripture passages. We will gather after the Sunday services at 
10:30am and again on Monday morning at 9am. In both 
sessions we discuss what good news we heard in the sermon 
for that week, but also take a deep dive into the scripture 
passage for the following week. If this is something that 
interests you, you are welcome to join us. There are no prior 
skills or Biblical knowledge necessary, only a desire to learn 
about and love both God and scripture more. 

 After the first session I was struck by a particularly moving 
exposition in Paul’s opening words for the Christians in 
Ephesus. He writes this: 

 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power for us who believe, according to the working of his 
great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 
all. 

 I want to just take a few moments to notice a few things 
mentioned by Paul. This is in no way exhaustive, but merely 
points to a few beautiful and poignant realities in this passage. 

 God in God’s great power raised Christ from the dead and 
seated him in a place of authority to rule over all things. Most 
people in our group noticed the word power and were 
grappling with its meaning. What I find most interesting is that 
God’s power is two things in this passage: an active force and a 
ranking of authority. The active power of God is enough to 
vanquish the strength of death and its ultimate hold upon 
humanity. Second, this power of God is chief among all things, 
it has seated Christ in the greatest place of authority. Christ’s 
rule is above all other rulers, authorities, dominions, powers, 
and names of leaders for all times and all places. This is an 
incredible claim! Meaning, our first and greatest allegiance that 
we have as humans is to recognize God as the one supreme 
ruler of all. 

 An incredible fact is in the last line where Paul says that 
Christ rules over all things, but in some way we, as his body -
the church, are connected to his place and rule. The church is 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. This is an incredible 
responsibility for us as a community or family of faith to take 
up. In order to receive this great recognition as Christ’s own 
body we must recognize a few things: that ultimately things 
are up to Christ who is the one true ruler of this world. And yet, 
to take up the task of being Christ’s body we need to recognize 
the way God exhibits power. 

 I think that some important ways God uses power are 
these: 1. God is humble in condescending to be with us.  
2. God shares power amidst God’s own self in the three persons 
of the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also with us 
humans. 3. God is about using the power for the life-giving 
potential of others. 

 Thus, to be called Christ’s body and to walk in alignment 
with him on this earth, I believe we too need to exhibit power in 
like manner. Meaning: 

1. As the church we use our power with humility. The church, in 
all generations, has not been a locus of purity when it comes to 
its use of power. Perhaps representing Christ well in this world 
and being a powerful body of people means that we first need 
to admit when we have done wrong. Repenting of our 
weakness, sin, and corruption is an important witness to the 
rest of the world. In addition, not only to acknowledge 
wrongdoing but also be active in seeking out reconciliation and 
announcing forgiveness to those who have wronged us. 

2. We need to be careful how we hold on to power. I am 
convinced that in the same way God is not afraid to share 
power, we as the church need to be mindful of ways we can be 
invitational to others in the work of ministry: trusting that each 
person is created and gifted uniquely by the Holy Spirit. 

3. Lastly, perhaps the proper use of power is to have a vision of 
the life-giving ministry of God in Jesus. And thus, speak and act 
in every way possible that builds up others according to that 
vision of life. And perhaps, being bold enough to call out the 
people or powers that are living in contradiction to the ways 
and will of our good Creator God. 

 

Pastor Garret 
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 On June 3, Lynnwood celebrated twelve youth who 
made the journey of profession of faith. Nine youth 
professed their faith, having been baptized at an earlier age. 
Three youth participated in the class in preparation of 
baptism. The journey lasted five months and included 
discussion-based classes, planning and leading a worship 
service, and meeting with mentors. In class the youth 
explored the tenants of the Christian faith as laid out in the 
Apostle’s Creed. In addition, we explored the question: How 
do I live my faith everyday? In class we practiced and 
learned about some of the basics of Christian formation: 
reading the Bible, prayer, and service. 

 Spending time with these students has been one of the 
highlights of my time at Lynnwood. Their excited questions 
and probing curiosities inspired and moved me to give 
thanks to God. Here at Lynnwood we celebrate and take 
pride in being a multi-generational family of faith. For in 
learning from each other, both young and old, we see the 
image of God.  

 As one church school year wraps up and we start to look 
to planning for the fall, I give thanks to God for the working 
of God’s Spirit and  God’s church in the lives of these young 
ones. We have a lot to celebrate, Lynnwood! And as we 
celebrate God’s work among our young people this past 
year and look to the year ahead, I have a bold question for 
you: would you be willing to take a step in caring for the 
faith formation of our youth at Lynnwood? 

 In preparation for the fall, the Faith Formation team is 
looking for a renewed and expanded team of Sunday school 
teachers for our discipleship class (Grades 6-12). We are on 
the lookout for 5-9 teachers who would be willing to 
commit to teaching 4 weeks of Sunday school for the year. 
These teachers will be provided with curriculum and 
training with the whole group of Sunday school teachers for 
the year. Teachers would be given the privilege of spending 
four weeks with Lynnwood’s  bright and eager youth and 
walking with them in their journey of life and faith.  In 
addition, we also are on the lookout for some new members 
for our faith formation team. If you are interested, even 

curious, in such a possibility, please contact me to talk 
more. I would love to listen to you and dream with you 
about serving in this capacity at Lynnwood.  

 In closing, I would like to say a thank you to all the 
people at Lynnwood who have cared for the faith formation 
of our youth in their journey. To Sunday school teachers, 
the faith formation team, mentors, parents, grandparents, 
and friends: thank you! Thank you for caring for these 
young ones within our community! 

May God be glorified, 

Pastor Stacey 

 



 

 

This past month at consistory . . . 

• We spoke about and approved the use of online giving as an option for our congregation by way of our website. 
While consistory has approved this initiative the consistory has also decided to work on the planning on how to 
communicate and roll out this way of giving. The deacons, pastors, and representative from Personnel and 
Stewardship will be working to put together a plan to be presented to consistory in August to support a roll-out in 
September. 

• The consistory formed a task force to think about outreach and ways of spending the matching funds raised in 2017. 
Pastor Stacey will be leading this task force. 

• Consistory spoke about the next Brooks BBQ which will be led by Personnel, Stewardship, and Legacy. 

• We approved a facility use request from Susan Spring Meggs to allow a chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, a non-profit group, to use the church facility. 

• We heard an update about our new custodian, Doug Looman, and celebrated him coming on staff. 

 

The Confirmation Class was received on June 3, 2018 with nine youth uniting with the church.  
Welcome Andrew James Comparetta, Hunter Lee Phillips, Spencer Alan Phillips, Alexis Eleanor Pris, Thomas William 
Pris, Joshua James Raymond, Maggie Elizabeth Raymond, Jacqueline Alice Truax, and Shannon Kelley Zink. Fellowship 
Team hosted a reception in the Fellowship Center following worship.  
 

In June we said goodbye to Ron and Carol DeLorenzo, who have relocated to Ocala Florida. We will miss them both! 

Please welcome Lynnwood member Douglas Looman as our new custodian! Amos, the “Pastor’s Pup” has already 
made him a friend.  

is extended to the families of Lynnwood members Robert Hungerford and Geraldine Mohr.  

Bob Hungerford entered eternal rest June 6, and Geri Mohr June 11. A memorial service for Robert Hungerford was 
held June 11, and  for Geri Mohr June 20.  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Thank you to those who contributed so generously to the collection for refugees in Albany.  Having such a supply of 
bedding, towels, and kitchen goods come from Lynnwood helped a great deal. 

 Refugees who come to the Albany center (U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants) are often very 
impoverished, having left their homeland, lived in a refugee camp for years, and need to begin life again here.  
These are refugees who have been vetted and approved, after years of waiting, to come to American soil. 

 Thank you for responding to their needs.   

The Mission Team 

 

Summer worship changes to 9:00 a.m. starting July 1.  
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will also be celebrated at that time.   

This time change runs through September 2 , returning to 9:45 on Sunday,  September 9.  



 

 

 Faith formation is a lifelong journey that needs 
community to flourish and grow. What gathers us 
together? We gather around a shared story, God’s story.  
When people gather around God’s story, listening, 
learning and sharing, community is formed. As we think 
of faith formation as a lifelong journey, we move away 
from the modes of learning being lecture, telling and 
becoming an authority. Faith formation occurs as we 
walk along with others discovering and living out our 
faith. In such a community people are energized to serve 
and share with others. In this type of community faith 
flourishes and grows in a space that is safe and 
hospitable .  An intentional small group provides such an 
environment where one can learn to articulate one’s 
own story, listen and learn to reflect on how one’s story 
and other's story all fit into God’s story. 

The next intentional faith sharing small groups will run 
for six weeks beginning in September/October and 
concluding by November 21, before Thanksgiving.  
 
 Seasoned facilitators, as well as additional facilitators 
are always welcome. Contact Kay and Bill at 518-605-
2555, if you are hearing the call to lead a small group this 
Fall. 
 
 Summer is here and our next newsletter will be 
announcing the arrival of Fall events. Mark your calendar 
now as a reminder to allot time for participating in an 
intentional faith sharing small group before we enter the 
Advent season. Sounds a long way off, but it is coming! 

• Sue and Henno Karmo on the birth of their grandchildren Hendrik Scott Hamilton, born February 7 to Krista (Karmo)  
& Scott Hamilton; and Rory Martel, born May 9 to Anneli (Karmo) & Harry Martel . 

• Tom & Lou Smith and the birth of their grandson Llewelyn Immanuel MacLean-Smith, born June 13 to Barrett Smith  
& Hannah MacLean. 

• Eileen Brown on the birth of her great-grandson Luca Anthony, born June 23 at 5 lbs, 7 oz (and to Aunt Amy Brown).  
 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 30 we will have a Brooks BBQ! As always these are wonderful times for our 
community to come together in order to raise money to go toward our ministry. There are no 
prerequisites for joining in on the fun, only a desire to work hard and have a good time. If this 
interests you then look for updates in bulletins and pulpit announcements.  

• We have still have some chores on the Building & Property To-Do List.  
See the list at the Volunteer Center or talk to Walt Cogswell or Mark Watson. 

• Many have contributed backpacks for the City Mission Back to School Backpack 
Program, but there are still some tags left. See the board in the narthex. July 22 
is the end date. 

• There are openings for serving dinner at the City Mission July 18 

• There are openings in the Summer Music Ministry ,as well.  
See the sign up at the Volunteer Center. 

• Care to help out in the nursery? See Nancy LaPietro. 



 

 

 

You can find both donation boxes under the stairs by 
the church office. In addition, items not covered by 
food stamps such as hygiene products, soap, and 
detergents, are always needed.  

All Our SiCM Food Pantry Donations throughout the 
summer will be delivered to the pantry 
at Schenectady Community Ministries 
where the need is great. Every year 
Lynnwood members are urged to put in a 
plant or two and contribute produce to 

be taken to the SiCM Food Pantry. Look for information in 
Sunday bulletins regarding when collection will begin, 
most likely mid-July. The Mission team is looking for 
people to take any vegetables donated for Squash Hunger 
to SICM on Monday mornings. This could be anyone 
volunteering at SiCM on Mondays or going near there that 
morning. Please contact Gladys O'Brien or Tom Schardt.  

Thanks!

 

 We sustain our fellowship and care for others through 
prayer, and our Prayer Chain helps us do that. Members of 
our Prayer Chain commit themselves to a ministry of 
intercessory prayer on behalf of others in our fellowship 
and on behalf of others connected to them. Members of 
our Prayer Chain offer prayers for serious illness or injury; 
surgery; emotional, psychological or spiritual crises, and 
during times of death. When needs for prayer are made 
known to the pastor, or prayers are requested through the 
church office or website (did you know you can ask for 
prayer there?), members of the prayer chain are 
contacted and praying begins! Members of the prayer 
chain keep the content of their prayers confidential – just 
between them and God.  

If you like to be a part of our Prayer Chain, contact the 
church office with your email. 

 The New York Capital District Christian Women's 
Connection (CWC) is sponsoring a July God Bless America! 
Luncheon on Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at the Guilderland 
Elks Lodge, 3867 Rte 146 (Carman Road) in Schenectady, 
NY 12303 beginning at 11:30am and ending at 
approximately 1:30pm. Reservations are necessary no 
later than July 8, and cancellations a must. Please call 
Nancy at (518) 869-0642. On the menu this month is a 
Pulled Pork Sandwich. The cost is $15.00 inclusive (cash 
only please). 

 This month's luncheon features include Michael 
Saccacio from the Schenectady City Mission who will talk 
about the services they provide to the community, special 
music with Ron Tweety and Carol Shaw entertaining with 
guitar and song and our Special Speaker will be Mat 
Zawisza who will once again give us a wonderful and 
moving dramatic presentation entitled "Restored - 
Restoration of Peter". 

 Come and join us! Come and bring a friend or your 
significant other. They'll be glad you did! 

Shirley Unser 
PR Coordinator 
The New York Capital District Christian Women's 
Connection 
https://www.stonecroft.org/about/ 

 

 

Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 
Life is beauty, admire it. 
Life is a dream, realize it. 
Life is a challenge, meet it. 
Life is a duty, complete it. 
Life is a game, play it. 
Life is a promise, fulfill it. 
Life is sorrow, overcome it. 
Life is a song, sing it. 
Life is a struggle, accept it. 
Life is a tragedy, confront it. 
Life is an adventure, dare it. 
Life is luck, make it. 
Life is life, fight for it. 
 
Mother Teresa 

(Thank you, Jean Dean, for sharing this) 

https://www.stonecroft.org/about/


 

 

 

 

FAMILY SUMMER FUN!  

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

June, July, & August 

6:30 - 8:00 pm 

 

Summer is a season to celebrate!  

This summer at Lynnwood we gather every second and fourth Wednesday  

to be with one another, do fun things, and eat tons of ice cream!  

Please be sure to invite your family, friends, and neighbors!  

All ages, young and old, are welcome.  

This is a great time to enjoy and celebrate the summer together. Cya there! 

 

July 11: Lawn Games (this will be cancelled in case of rain) 

Come join us in the Lynnwood parking lot and try your hand at some lawn games.  

We will have ladder ball, bocce ball, can jam, and many more.  

Do you have a favorite lawn game? Well bring it along and teach us how to play! 

 

July 25: BINGO and Game Night 

Join us at Lynnwood for Card Bingo and board games! Learn how to play Card BINGO  

and play to be the BINGO champion! 

 

August 8: Tawasentha Park 

Meet us at Tawasentha Park for tennis, pickleball, volleyball, capture the flag, a walk,  

and the best playground in Guilderland. If you have racquet, please bring it!  

We will gather at the first parking lot on your left when you enter the park (near the pool). 

 

August 29: Picnic, Movie, and Bonfire   

Join us at Lynnwood for an end of the summer picnic and bonfire. Instead of ice cream  

we will have s’mores.  

For those who want to stay out late, we will also watch a movie outside.  

Please bring your own lawn chair. 



 

 

 For a more complete, detailed & updated calendar, please visit the Calendar tab on our  website! 

3 Courtney Davis 
8     Alana Colloton 
9     Carol Bremigen 
       Linda Looman 
11 Katie Charvat 
 Judy Zielinski 
13 Zoey LaFlash 

Andy Pris 
14 Mike Charvat 
15 Nick Comparetta 
 Charlie Miller 

 
 
 

 
 

20 Brandon Chew 
 Jane Davis 
 Cindy Japikse 
21 Lucy Urig 
22 Nancy LaPietro 
23 Andrew Comparetta 
24 Sue Karmo 
25 Hunter Phillips 
26 Brett Davis 
 Jenn Perretta 
27 Ann Stressel 

 

Sun July 1  Summer Worship commences at 9:00am 
    Ephesians 2:1-10/Communion 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon July 2  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 

Sun July 8  Ephesians 2:11-22 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon July 9  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 

Tues July 10  Personnel Team 6:00 

Wed July 11  Fun & Ice Cream: Lawn Games 6:30 

Sun July 15  Ephesians 3:1-13 
    Senior Singles  10:15 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon July 16  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 
    Fellowship Team 6:30 

Wed July 18  Serve at City Mission 5:00 
    Faith Formation Team 6:30 

Sun July 22  Ephesians 3:14-21 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon July 23  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 

Wed July 25  Fun & Ice Cream: Bingo & Games 6:30 

Sun July 29  Ephesians 4:1-16 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon July 30  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 

 

 

 

 

Tue Aug 2  Faith Formation Team 6:30 

Sun Aug 5  Ephesians 4:17-6:9/Communion 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon Aug 6  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 
    Serve Lunch at Hillhurst 12:00-2:00 

Tue Aug 7  Serve Lunch at Hillhurst 12:00-2:00 
    Building & Property 6:30 

Wed Aug 8  Serve Lunch at Hillhurst 12:00-2:00 
    Fun & Ice Cream: Tawasentha Park 6:30 
    Worship Team 6:30 

Thu Aug 9  Serve Lunch at Hillhurst 12:00-2:00 

Fri Aug 10  Serve Lunch at Hillhurst 12:00-2:00 

Sun Aug 12  Ephesians 4:17-6:9 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon Aug 13  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 

Wed Aug 15  Newsletter Deadline 

Thu Aug 16  Reports to Consistory Due 

Sun Aug 19  Ephesians 4:17-6:9 
    Senior Singles 10:15 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Mon Aug 20  Journeying With Jesus 9:00 
    Red Cross Blood Drive 2:00 - 7:00 

Tue Aug 21  Consistory 

Sun Aug 26  Ephesians 6:10-24 
    Journeying With Jesus 10:30 

Wed Aug 29  Fun & Ice Cream: Picnic Bonfire 6:30 

Thu Aug 30  BROOKS’ BBQ 3:00 

 

1 Patty Schardt 
3 Andrew Satterly 
4 Sheryl LaFlash 
6 Carli Weinberg 
9 Courtney DeLorenzo 
14 Florence Lind 
17 Annie Urig 
18 Cindy Colloton 
20 Alison LaMarche 
21 Mark Miller 
25 Mary Chew 
26 CJ Rittner 
29 Alex Mackay 



 

 

 

 

 
 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes 
me….. 

Who do I contact to 

sign up?… 

I suppose there are a few of us who 
know everyone, but it seems we 
have gotten out of the habit of 
grabbing our name tag on the way 
into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 

Ronald DeLorenzo 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Pamela Rost 

Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Kay Grosch 
Ken Klapp 

Carol Lynch 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours: 8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Doug Looman 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Did you know? 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines    Articles 
for Life of Lynnwood are due on 

the 15th of each month. 

Bulletin Insert    Bulletin insert 
information is due no later than 

2pm on Wednesday. 

Not receiving our emails?   If you 
would like to be included on our 

church’s email list, please send us 
an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share : blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

office! 

 

 

Please remember to contact the office with any changes in your contact information 

  

Directory Updates 

 


