
 

 

Dear Lynnwood family and friends,  

 May the grace and peace of Jesus Christ fill you and 
surround you as you receive and read this letter. We write  
to you in order to communicate Consistory’s decision as a 
result of the congregation-wide process of discernment 
about LGBTQ+ inclusion and marriage.  

 On Tuesday, June 11 the Consistory gathered to consider 
the recommendation from the Special Task Force on Inclusion 
and Same Sex Marriage to allow marriages for people of all 
genders at Lynnwood Reformed Church and to support 
pastors who perform them. This recommendation from the 
Special Task Force came as a result of the full report from the 
discernment process that Lynnwood experienced from 
January through April of 2019. During the June 11th meeting 
each Consistory member had the opportunity to share his or 
her hopes for Lynnwood Reformed Church and any other 
reflections on the recommendation.  

 After discussion the Consistory voted to approve the 
recommendation to allow marriages for people of all genders 
at Lynnwood Reformed Church and support pastors who 
perform them. In addition to affirming the recommendation 
the Consistory also instructed the Special Task Force to 
develop and present a coordinated plan on items related to 
this decision. These items are as follows: 

 Create a welcoming statement  

 Review the current wedding policy and make appropriate 
changes 

 Discern about a conscience clause which would allow for 
pastors who, by virtue of their conscience, would not 
perform a same sex marriage 

 Provide guidance on how best to reach out to those who 
are not in favor of the recommendation’s approval 

 These items will be addressed by the Special Task Force 
during the month of July in hopes to have clarity on these 
items by August. Once the Consistory has clarity we will work 
to communicate changes to the congregation.  

 This decision is a significant moment in the life of 
Lynnwood Reformed Church. We are grateful for all of the 
people who participated in the conversations and 
discernment process from the time Pastor Garret first met 
with the elders in April 2017 until the final Consistory vote in 
June 2019. This decision is a definitive statement about how 
the Consistory wishes to lead with passion for the love of 
Jesus Christ and share God’s love with everyone, including 
people who identify in the LGBTQ+ community.  

 This discernment process is something in which not all 
churches are willing to engage. And to that point we are 
grateful for your decision to wade in. We have grown as a 
congregation through this process and we hope it continues 
to provide for the spiritual growth in Christ together.  
We acknowledge a diversity of perspectives within our family 
of faith. For some there is overwhelming joy and gladness 
and hope. For others there is perhaps anger, disappointment, 
heartbreak. For others there may still be many questions or 
worry about how this will affect our unity.  

 Wherever you might find yourself we wish to meet you 
there! We pledge our support and care to you. Further, one 
resounding comment made during the process is for our 
church to remain unified amidst our diversity. We want to  
be a place where all can call Lynnwood home. As we move 
forward with this stance on LGBTQ+ inclusion and marriage 
we pledge to work toward the unity of our congregation and 
create space for all people to continue to seek and follow 
Jesus Christ together. 

In Christ,  

Pastor Garret Szantner 
Pastor Stacey Duensing 
Ken Klapp 
Karen Messercola 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 
Mark Watson 
Joanne Cogswell 
Nancy LaPietro 
Charlie Miller 
Sue Weinberg 
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Last month we: 

 Discussed and approved new prices for Brooks’ BBQs that are similar to other churches in our area: $12 Chicken dinner, 
$8 Chicken only, $13 Rib dinner, $9 Ribs only 

 Amended and approved a pastoral letter to the congregation about the process of discernment around LGBTQ+ inclusion 
and same sex marriage. The letter will be sent in the mail on Monday, June 24.  Further updates are planned to be sent 
by email to the congregation on Wednesday, June 26th and an in-church update on Sunday, June 30. 

 Received an update on the search for a Director of Faith Formation:  a search team has been assembled and the job 
position posted. 

 Received an update about the July 14 Outreach event.  The event will take place at the Fort Hunter Firehouse at 1:00pm. 

 

    Fostering and Deeping Community with God and Others 

 Our faith is a journey of growth, and we grow best with others who are present in relationships with us; there to 
encourage us, challenge us and mentor us. Our faith is meant to be lived out and experienced in community. Fostering and 
deepening community with God and others is what small groups at Lynnwood is all about. Hope you plan to be in a small 
group this Fall and experience life-giving moments like so many others have. 

 The next round of small groups is on the calendar for six weeks beginning in October and ending before Thanksgiving. 
All we need now are facilitators. Are you being called to share a passion? Remember that lay persons are capable of 
leading small groups at Lynnwood, because they are not expected to be Biblical “experts” nor “the teacher.”  
Lay facilitators learn the art of asking open-ended questions rather than making statements. Cultivating relationships is a 
key in growing a small group. Facilitation focuses on sharing life-experiences and asking questions that foster discussion 
among small group participants. Lay facilitators lead groups by building community and connecting daily life to one’s faith.  

 Not trained, no problem! We will set up a training session and also help you find resources and tailor content to your 
need/interest. As coaches we are available for guidance and support in whatever manner is needed. Contact us and let’s 
talk more about the experience of facilitation!  

Bill and Kay Grosch (518-605-2555)  

Sunday, July 14 - Come and meet your Guilderland neighbors at the Fort Hunter Firehouse Picnic Grove at 1:00 

Lynnwood is hosting a community event!  We want to get to know our neighbors and support 
those in our community who help others, especially First Responders and the Guilderland Food 
Pantry. Among those invited are the Fire Department and Pack 24 Cub Scouts. This event will be 
catered, so come out, bring your drinks, lawn chairs, and lawn games, and be ready to have a 
great time!  We will be collecting donations to the Guilderland Food Pantry. July’s needs include 
juice, canned fruit, Campbell’s soup, snacks, paper towels, and toilet paper. 

 Saturday, August 17 - Bonfire and BBQ at 4:00   
This will be a three church event. Sign up at the church to let us know that you will be coming. 
More details to follow. Barbecue 



 

 

Outreach Task Force Report to Consistory 

Definition of Outreach: 

"We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ and sow seeds, with words and actions that point to Jesus, by going 

beyond our doors into the community to learn about our neighbors with compassion, know them with respect, and 

humbly embrace them for who they are. We accomplish this by using our specific talents and resources to work with 

our neighbors to address the community’s needs."  

A note about what outreach is NOT 

In creating a definition of outreach, the task force found it was equally important to name some things that outreach 

could be confused with, but is not: 

 Outreach is not proselytizing. Nor is it a bait and switch: providing entertainment or food to get people to do 

something or join something. 

 Outreach is not something done “at” or “for” people, but rather done “with” people. In other works, outreach is 

done without judgment, but rather trusts that we can learn from others and celebrate the community’s gifts. 

 Outreach is not about reaching out just so that we will get more numbers to join our church. Furthermore, 

outreach is not solely about bringing people to Lynnwood. It’s about Lynnwood going to the community. 

 Outreach is not something Lynnwood has to develop a new program or talent to implement. We can expand the 

work we already do to a larger group of people. 

Top proposals for outreach 

 A Winter Retreat for youth where youth are invited to bring their friends. 

 Community Caroling: Lynnwood carols in the community and invites people to come back to the church for a 

bonfire and treats. 

 A sermon series on outreach and an “Invite your friend to church” Sunday. 

 Baby Sitting Night for parents at the YMCA and other community parents. 

 Summer Community Family Fun nights: deepen the support of this fellowship ministry with funds, advertisement, 

and inviting friends.  

 A Potluck for EMT, first responders, and firefighters at a local firehouse.  

 A support small group for high school students where they are able to talk about topics ranging from (but not 

including) the pressure to succeed, friends, family dynamics, and substance use. 

A Note about Measuring Success 

The outreach committee would humbly suggest that we measure the “try” of outreach rather than the result of 

outreach. In other words, we believe we should measure the success of outreach by how many people from the 

congregation participate in outreach rather than how many people come to us as a result of outreach. 

A Note about Implementation  

The Outreach Task Force was given the task of defining outreach and coming up with a list of proposals. However,  

the task force was not given the undertaking of implementing the proposals. Nevertheless, the task force discussed 

one possibility for future implementation:  

We hope that “outreach” will become a natural part of everything that we do at Lynnwood. What if, instead of creating 

a new project or team, we simply expand the focus of our existing work by giving teams this report and asking them 

to take one step in tweaking the work they already do to have an outreach bent? For (example: advertising for the 

summer fun nights to include people in our community or expanding our winter youth retreat to friends of youth.)  

If this approach is shared with teams, it will be necessary to communicate well with teams that they are not being 

asked to do something entirely new, but rather approach the work they already do with an expanded mindset. 

Furthermore, that any activities that are outreached focused could receive the support of the outreach funds and other 

congregational participation and support.  



 

 

This summer at Lynnwood we are going to be diving into a few sermon series on topics that we find important for the life and 

ministry of our community. Here is a brief summary and a list of all that is coming up this summer. We hope you will join us! 

During 2018 the leaders at Lynnwood formed a Task Force to think about what outreach is, how we define it, and how we 
should practically live it out. During the first five weeks of summer we will be learning about outreach. We hope you join us so 
that we can all learn together. 

June 16  Philippians 2:1–7 
June 23  Isaiah 2 
June 30  Matthew 13:1–33 (sower) 
July 7   Matthew 14:13–21 (feeding the 5,000) 
July 14   John 4 

 

Are you tired? Do you feel that exhaustion not only in your body, but your mind and heart too? Scripture teaches us we are 
made for rest, specifically resting in God. Join us for a three week sermon series on Sabbath where we will learn the vision  
for sabbath in scripture and also how we can apply it in our lives. 

July 21   Old Testament vision 
July 28   Sabbath and Following Jesus 
August 4  Practical Sabbath: Matthew 11:25–30 

 

Let us celebrate the beauty, wonder, and goodness of God our Creator who has filled the world with an abundance of good 
things. During the last few weeks of summer we will be celebrating a season of creation where we give thanks to God, relearn 
our God ordained task to take care of creation, and lift up the beauty we see in the world! 

August 11- Ocean Sunday 
Job 38:1–18 
Psalm 104:1–9, 24–26 
Ephesians 1:3–10 
Luke 5:1–11 

 
August 18 - Fauna Sunday 

Job 39:1–8, 26–30 
Psalm 104:14–23 
1 Corinthians 1:10–23 
Luke 12:22–31 

 
August 25 - Storm Sunday 

Job 28:20–27 
Psalm 29 
1 Corinthians 1:21–31 
Luke 8:22–25 

 
September 1 - Cosmos Sunday 

Proverbs 8:22–31 
Psalm 148 
Colossians 1:15–20 
John 6:41–51 



 

 

 We sustain our fellowship and care for others 
through prayer, and our Prayer Partners help us do 
that. Members commit themselves to a ministry of 
intercessory prayer on behalf of others in our 
fellowship and on behalf of others connected to 
them, offering prayers for serious illness or injury; 
surgery; emotional, psychological or spiritual crises, 
and during times of death. When needs for prayer 
are made known to the pastor, or prayers are 
requested through the church office or website  
(did you know you can ask for prayer there?), 
prayer partners are contacted and praying begins! 
The content of their prayers are confidential –  
just between them and God.  

 If you like to be a join the Prayer partners,  
just contact the church office with your email. 

Looking back at June. . . 
 

 Many attended the Ladies’ Breakfast held June 1 at the Center Stage Deli. Vicki Schlierer provided music after an 
enjoyable breakfast with interesting conversation.  

 The annual spring cleanup day was held June 2 after worship, and we were able to get lots accomplished before it started 
to sprinkle. Many thanks to all who organized and lent a hand! 

 The Welcome Summer BBQ June 7 at the parsonage was very well attended, and we were thankful that the weather was 
so cooperative.  

 The flower cutting garden was planted  and we look forward to reaping its rewards through the summer. 

 We started our Outreach sermon series focusing on the meaning of outreach, how it is revealed in the Bible,  

    and what it looks like for us to engage in its mission.  

 We received a thank you from Community Caregivers for our  gift of $200. The letter can be found on the bulletin board. 

Thank you to all that came to my  
Aunt Florence Amsler’s services May 29.   
It was greatly appreciated.  

 
Valerie  Bidwell 

         The Flower Garden 
 The flower garden has been planted, 
thanks for the seeds of expertise from 
Karen Messercola, Bill Ports, and Mark 
Watson; and the seeds of labor from 
Scott Groezinger, and especially Joanne 
and Walt Cogswell. 
 Many thanks to Karen Messercola, 
who has for many years tended the 
garden. The garden is now under the 
care of the Worship team, with financial 
support continuing from funds received 
in memory of Karen's dad, Eugene 
“Bumpy” Stutz. 

       The Memorial Garden 
 As the saying goes "Many hands make light work." 
We desperately need your help with maintaining the 
Memorial garden. With your help the garden can once 
again become a place for silent meditation and beauty.  
If you are interested please contact Sandy Lundstedt  
or Bill Ports.  

(and thanks to Sandy, Bill, Joanne Cogswell, and 
Woodie Hacker for the work that has been done so far!) 

 
Thanks! We look forward to hearing from you.  



 

 

Guilderland Food Pantry  
 Juice, coffee, tea 
 Canned fruit & veggies 
 Canned meats 
 Dinty Moore beef stew 
 Canned ravioli & chili 
 Soups 
 Snacks 
 Paper towels, toilet paper 
 Laundry detergent 

Schenectady Community Ministries 
The Pantry strives to provide healthy, 
nutritious, fresh food items.  
Personal items that guests cannot use 
food stamps for are also provided. 

  Food Items 

 Canned spaghetti sauce 
 Canned tuna 
 Boxed macaroni & cheese 
 Canned soups 
 Instant potatoes 
 Rice 
 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly 
 Boxes of oatmeal 

 

Please check that contributions are within their expiration 
date. Please no glass or breakable packaging. 
 

Personal Items 

 Travel sized deodorant  (for men & women) 
 Toothpaste 
 Toothbrushes 
 Small shampoos 
 Toilet paper 

 

Also - we are collecting your 
homegrown produce each Sunday. 
Simply place your produce in the box by the coatroom. 

Purses for a Purpose 

Share a purse/pocketbook/handbag 

 Attention all females - you must 
have a purse or two that you no longer 
use and would be willing to share with 

someone at the Schenectady YWCA’s Domestic 
Violence Shelter - and/or City Mission of 
Schenectady. Simply place your extra and gently 
used purses in the labeled box in the coat room.   

 Everyone will have the opportunity to 
share in this Mission project of Lynnwood 
Women!  
Suggestions of items to place in these purses t 
o be given away will be available later in the 
summer (August).  
Watch for details in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 

 

It’s time to think about helping out at the Summer BBQ coordinated by the Care Ministry and Mission 
Teams. As is customary help is needed in all areas: parking lot assistance, order takers (inside and 
outside), runners to deliver orders to individuals cars, meal assemblers, and of course, BROWNIE BAKERS.  
Watch the Sunday bulletins beginning late July/early August to learn more.   

Each summer we are involved in the City Mission’s Summer Youth program, and once again this year we are 
asking you to help out with the Back to School Backpack program. This will give some of the children in the 
Youth Adventure program the necessary supplies needed for school in September. Watch for a bulletin board 
set up in the Narthex with post-it notes on it describing needed items. I try to keep the items in the $15 to 

$20 range. And every year it seems that a decent back pack goes up a few dollars, so I shop good sales for quality. As always,  
if you would like to make a monetary gift, drop your payment in the offering plate and mark it “Backpack” (check made out to 
Lynnwood Reformed Church), and I will shop for you.  Please bring your items to the church by Sunday, August 4. 

Thank you for your help in the past, and I am looking forward to a great response this year also.  

Peg Kniskern, Mission Team 



 

 

 

Help the Guilderland Food Pantry Drive Out Hunger From Our Neighborhoods  
The Guilderland Food Pantry (GFP) has been assisting the “food insecure” in our town since 1979. Serving over 188 families, 

26 seniors and 161 children every month, we fill the gap that occurs when the benefits run out or the job disappears.  
This year we celebrate 40 years of service to our neighbors in need.  

To meet this need we are hosting our third annual golf tournament to benefit the GFP and its clients.  
We invite you to join us in this effort. 

The GFP’s volunteer staff is dedicated to seeing that no neighbor goes hungry.  
We rely totally on the support from food drives and donations from people like you. 
Register here: https://guilderlandfoodpantry.com/food-pantry/upcoming-events/  

 
 

Monday Night Yoga with Kaela Knoth in the Fellowship Center 
 

We practice yoga in order to still our minds and bodies, to come to a peaceful presence of Now. Praying is talking to God, 
meditating is learning to notice the answers.  

Connect to your vehicle made in His image and settle your senses to hear His answers.   
 

Gentle Yoga and Meditation for all levels - Beginners Welcomed & Encouraged! 
Monday 6:30-7:30 PM. Donation-based. More info at PeaceAndLoveYoga.com  

 
 

REGISTER NOW!!!  

2019 Fort Hunter Smokin’ 5K Race 
 

The 2nd Annual Fort Hunter Fire Company Smokin’ 5K 
Races will be held on Saturday September 14, 2019.  

 
The kids race will start at 8:30am  

with the main 5K race starting at 9:00am.   

 
 

 

http://www.forthunterfd.org/contact/fort-hunter-smokin-5k-race/  
 

 

 

It’s a mystery! 
 

This jar appeared in the sacristy a while ago,  
and we have no idea who left it and what it is!  

Can you fill us in?  

https://guilderlandfoodpantry.com/food-pantry/upcoming-events/
http://PeaceAndLoveYoga.com
http://www.forthunterfd.org/announcements/save-the-date-2019-fort-hunter-smokin-5k-race/
http://www.forthunterfd.org/announcements/save-the-date-2019-fort-hunter-smokin-5k-race/
http://www.forthunterfd.org/contact/fort-hunter-smokin-5k-race/


 

 

Summer Birthdays 

We will begin our 9:00am summer worship schedule on Sunday, June 30,  
returning to 9:45 on Sunday, September 8.  

 

    

 

 3 Courtney Davis 
 8     Alana Colloton 
 9     Carol Bremigen 
        Linda Looman 
11 Katie Charvat 
 Judy Zielinski 
13 Zoey LaFlash 

Andy Pris 
14 Mike Charvat 
15 Nick Comparetta 
 Charlie Miller 

 
 
 

 
 

20 Brandon Chew 
 Jane Davis  
21 Lucy Urig 
22 Nancy LaPietro 
23 Andrew Comparetta 
24 Sue Karmo 
25 Hunter Phillips 
26 Jenn Perretta 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1 Patty Schardt 
 4 Sheryl LaFlash 
10 Jennifer Lombardo 
14 Florence Lind 
17 Annie Urig 
18 Cindy Colloton 
20 Alison LaMarche 
21 Mark Miller 
23 Matt Lombardo 
25 Mary Chew 
 Suzanne Wilber 
26 CJ Rittner 
29 Alex Mackay 



 

 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes me….. 

Who do I contact to sign up?… 

I suppose there are a 
few of us who know 
everyone, but it 
seems we have 
gotten out of the 
habit of grabbing our name tag on 
the way into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 
Nancy LaPietro 

Charlie Miller 
Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Ken Klapp 

Karen Messercola 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Summer Worship 9:00 

 
Office Hours: 8:30 - 4:00 M-F 

(518) 356-4327 
lynnwoodreformed.org 

lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 
 
 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Doug Looman 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines  
Articles for the Life of Lynnwood 

are due on the 15th of each 
month 

 

Bulletin Insert  
Bulletin insert information is due 

no later than 2pm on Wednesday. 
 

Not receiving our emails?  
If you would like to be included on 
our church’s email list, please send 
us an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share: blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

office! 

 
 

It’s fast, easy, and secure to give on the Lynnwood website or at Breeze. 
See the brochure in the narthex, or ask a deacon.  

Envelope Users: Please let a deacon know if you will not need envelopes next year, 
so we can save on printing costs. The sooner we know, the earlier we can preorder 
and obtain discounts. Thanks! 

Did you know you can access your giving history at any time  
by logging on to your Breeze account? 

 Just go to https://lynnwood.breezechms.com/login to log in or create your account. 


