
 

 

“Let’s play the quiet game!” My parents loved to invite 
serenity and peace into our car rides with a little healthy 
competition amongst my three sisters and me, seeing who 
could keep silent the longest. At 30 years old I see why this 
competition was invoked by my parents. Have you ever 
played this game? And if so, did you win or were you first to 
break the silence? 

I was pretty good at the silence thing, and I enjoyed it 
very much! Perhaps this is why I felt so much at home when  
I went to a monastery a couple years ago with some 
colleagues. For three days my friends and I stayed at a silent 
retreat house at a Trappist monastery in Geneseo, New York. 
While my friends loved to escape the 
house to break the silence, I found 
the silence wonderful because I 
could be at home in my head and 
heart. It’s like the deep peace when 
after running errands all day you 
finally come home. Silence makes me 
feel at home in my own skin. 

The time I spent at the 
monastery a few years ago 
awakened me to how I find 
monasteries to be spiritually sacred 
and significant places for me 
personally. Some other places are 
the shore of Lake Michigan, or walks 
at night, or riding my bike through 
the streets of Chicago at 1am.  
I believe that we all find different places that speak to us  
and nourish us in our spiritually seeking after Christ. 

Over the past couple of years I have often wondered  
how to use my continuing education well and I have come  
to see that monasteries help me experience rejuvenation in 
my own pursuit of Jesus and leading others toward him as 
well. What helped me to see this was a conversation I had 
with a friend while at the monastery in Geneseo. My friend, 
Steven, brought up the point that Continuing Education has 
often been seen as cerebral learning. Rather, he pointed out 
that continuing education should be broader, and instead 
focus on spiritual renewal and growth both personally and 
pastorally through gaining intimacy with God and the self, 

spending time in prayer for God’s direction and care for both 
the pastor and congregation, study, and being connected to 
other saints of the faith. 

This conversation helped me re-imagine my continuing 
education to being more holistic. At the outset of this year  
I committed myself pursuing continuing education 
experiences that would be holistically beneficial for myself 
and the congregation. So, I began looking for monasteries 
that offered spiritual retreats. In all, I formulated a plan that  
I believe gets at all I have re-imagined the continuing 
education experience to be. 

        During the last half of June I will 
be taking two weeks to travel to 
Ireland. After landing in Dublin I will 
travel south an hour to the hills of 
Glendalough where I will spend three 
days in silence and solitude at a local 
hermitage run by the Sisters of 
Mercy from a local church. While I 
am there I will be devoting time to 
prayer for the Lynnwood family of 
faith and our ministry, dwelling in 
scripture, reading for both personal 
and pastoral life, and going on runs. 
After those three days I will travel 
back to Dublin for an 8 day spiritual 
direction retreat at the Manresa 
Spiritual Retreat Center, which 
provides reflection on God’s call for 

my life. While I am there I will continue with books I have 
picked out for this journey. The last couple days I am in 
Ireland I will meet my mom, dad, and older sister Alisz,  
who are traveling around Europe at that time. 

Please keep me in your prayers! If you are interested in 
the books I am reading, here is the list: A resource on LGBTQ 
welcome in the church; ‘An Altar in the World’ by Barbara 
Brown Taylor; ‘Into the Silent Land’ by Martin Laird; and 
‘Heart of the World’ by Von Balthasar; ‘After 50 Years of 
Ministry’ by Bob Russel; ‘Canoeing the Mountains’ by Tod 
Bolsinger; and ‘Preaching as Reminding’ by Jeffrey Arthurs.  

 

Pastor Garret 
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I’m going to let you in on a little “secret” you may not 
know about the life of a pastor. Every year, a pastor is allotted 
one or two weeks to use for “continuing education.” In the 
corporate world you might call these weeks professional 
development. For a pastor, these weeks (at their best) are 
used to help the pastor be grounded and growing in their 
spiritual life and leadership so that they can continue to serve 
their congregation well. Continuing education can be used 
from everything from conferences, classes, and retreats, to 
times of spiritual refreshment and renewal. I personally try to 
use half my continuing education for personal spiritual retreat 
and half for continued learning that can be used practically in 
the congregation. Believe it or not, 
pastors need time for their own spiritual 
care and practice so they can be present 
and caring for their congregation’s 
spiritual needs and growth. 

I just got back from a three-day 
spiritual retreat with three pastors. When 
I graduated seminary, I made a pact with 
three of my classmates: once a year we 
would gather for a retreat together. Last 
year, we went to a monastery in 
Nebraska. This year, we gathered at a 
cabin in Michigan. Since we didn’t have 
the monks to guide us this year, we each 
led a part of the retreat. We spend the 
mornings in silence. In the afternoons we prayed, read 
scripture, rested, and reflected together. In the evenings, we 
asked each other three questions: “How goes it in your 
ministry?  
How goes it in your relationship with God? How goes it in your 
relationships?” 

This retreat was incredibly life-giving and grounding to 
me. I was able to evaluate how I have showed up this past 
year as a pastor. I was able to take a look at my personal 
spiritual practices and create a new rule of life.1 Finally, I was 
able to dive authentically into sharing about ministry and life 
with some of the people I hold most dear. It was a holy space.  

As I reflected on our retreat and what I wanted to share 
with you about it, two ideas came up to me: First, the 
importance of making intentional space for rest and reflection 
in God’s presence. And second, the importance of spiritual 
community.  

Where in your life do you have space to rest and be in the 
presence of God? Sabbath rest is a command from God. And I 

believe it’s a command, in part, because God knows it’s good 
for us and that we need it. We all need spaces for reflection 
and rest in our lives. God seems to know that we don’t have 
an endless capacity. Sabbath is the declaration that we are not 
God, and God keeps the world running in spite of us, even 
when we rest. Sabbath is the invitation to stop and be present 
to God who is always present to us. If this concept of Sabbath 
is foreign or new to you, I have good news! We will be doing a 
mini sermon series on Sabbath this summer, so stay tuned. 

Second, where in your life do you have spiritual 
community? You may be thinking, “Well, Pastor Stacey, that’s 
why I’m at Lynnwood! The church is my spiritual community!” 

And I say “Amen!” to that! What I’m 
asking about, however, is who is in the 
inner circle of your spiritual community?  
If we look at Jesus for our example, Jesus 
had 12 disciples with an inner circle of 
three. Scripture tells us that he would 
often go off to pray with Peter, James, 
and John. Who makes up the inner circle 
of your spiritual community? In other 
words, who are the people you can ask to 
pray at a moment’s notice? Who are the 
people you can ask questions (without 
reserve) about faith, life, and God?  
When you know who these people are, 
don’t shy away from time together.  

In fact, create time to be together.  I’m convinced that 
community is incredibly important to our life of faith and our 
journey of following Jesus.  

May God meet us in our resting and our working, our 
relationships, and our solitude. May the God of peace be with 
you in all things and at all times.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Stacey 

 

1. A rule of life is commitment to creating space in your life for 
God by committing to daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly 
rhythms of spiritual practices. A rule of life should be created 
not to earn God’s grace but to make space to live in God’s 
grace. A rule of life is crafted as you pray and discern how to 
make space for God. My own rule of life includes things like 
walking and praying, reading a part of a gospel text daily, and a 
yearly retreat with my fellow pastors. If you want to learn more 
about a rule of life, feel free to have a conversation with me or 
check out the websites like sacredordinarydays.com. 



 

 

Last month we: 

 Reviewed the report from the Special Task Force on the process of discernment regarding Same Sex Marriage.  
We spoke about trends and other things that we noticed from the feedback the congregation provided us. 

 Approved the worship time changing to 9 am on June 30th and then back to 9:45 am on September 8th. 

 Received a report from Pastor Garret about his upcoming continuing education experience. 

 Celebrated Lou Smith for her work as a preaching elder in the ways she has shared God’s word and led worship with 
different congregations in the Capital Region. 

 Reviewed the plan for the Classis meeting at Lynnwood on Tuesday, May 28th. 

 Approved a proposed second part time position at Lynnwood. The job description is listed in here in the newsletter and 
also posted on the bulletin board. This will be sent out to the RCA’s website for prospective candidates. Pastor Garret is 
convening a search team with the hopes of having someone for the fall. Consistory and Pastor Garret are consulting with 
the church Treasurer, Debbie Perretta, and the stewardship team in order to calculate financial details. 

Spring Clean Up and Pizza! 

Sunday, June 2, after worship service 

It's time again to spruce up the church, and many hands make light work! 

Please come ready to work inside or out - cleaning materials will be provided, but extra rakes would be helpful. 

Pizza and beverages will be provided.  Please sign up in the Narthex so we can better plan ahead. 

Thanks, from your Building and Property Team! 

Come kick off the summer with a barbecue at the parsonage!  
 You are invited to Pastor Garret's on Friday, June 7th at 6:30 to celebrate the arrival  
of summer. What should you bring? Well, yourself, a lawn chair, and a dish to pass.  
Oh, and please bring a friend! If you are interested, please fill out the sign-up sheet in the  
sign-up nook located to the right of where you come into church. Or, you can email Pastor 
Garret at pastorgarret.lrc@gmail.com. This is the first of three summer fun events 
coordinated by the Fellowship Team, so stay tuned for more!  

  Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  Psalm 95:2        

 

 Music is such an important part of worship and praise to God, so it only seems fitting that in the summer, 
when the choir is on vacation, we continue with special music during worship.  

This presents an opportunity for the Lynnwood Sanctuary to still be filled with beautiful sounds 
all summer. Your choice hymn sings are planned for summer as well as some new inspiring 
songs. I am inviting you to participate with solos, duets and ensembles are welcome.  
 Grab a friend, choose a song and share your talents. I would be pleased to assist you with 
selection and accompaniment. Just choose a Sunday on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  

Jean La Crosse, Director of Church Music   



 

 

Schenectady City Mission 
In the month of June, the Mission team is highlighting the City Mission, which is in the business 

of transforming lives, one life at a time, through their many programs. As you know, the City Mission 
is run solely by donations. No government agency is involved. The donations of volunteer man hours 
keeps the mission moving in a positive atmosphere daily.  

We at Lynnwood have partnered with City Mission for many years. We have volunteered to 
serve meals regularly, and many help out other times sorting clothes or other activities. If you are interested and have a few 
free hours, you can easily become a volunteer also. Just go to www.citymission.com/volunteer and sign up. 

      Each summer we are involved in the City Mission’s Summer Youth program, and once again this year 
we are asking you to help out with the Back to School Backpack program. This will give some of the 
children in the Youth Adventure program the necessary supplies needed for school in September.  
During June there will be a bulletin board set up in the Narthex with post-it notes on it describing needed 
items. I try to keep the items in the $15 to $20 range. And every year it seems that a decent back pack 
goes up a few dollars. So I shop good sales for quality. As always, if you would like to make a monetary 
gift,  drop your payment in the offering plate and mark it “Backpack” (check made out to Lynnwood 

Reformed Church), and I will shop for you.  Please bring your items to the church by Sunday, August 4. 

Thank you for your help in the past, and I am looking forward to a great response this year also.  

Peg Kniskern, Mission Team 

 

Pastors Garret Szantner, Jason White, and Mark Mares played Friday, May 10 to a SRO crowd at 
the Eden Café, raising approximately $300 for the Albany Synod Ministries. 



 

 

 We sustain our fellowship and care for others 
through prayer, and our Prayer Partners help us do 
that. Members commit themselves to a ministry of 
intercessory prayer on behalf of others in our 
fellowship and on behalf of others connected to 
them, offering prayers for serious illness or injury; 
surgery; emotional, psychological or spiritual crises, 
and during times of death. When needs for prayer 
are made known to the pastor, or prayers are 
requested through the church office or website  
(did you know you can ask for prayer there?), 
prayer partners are contacted and praying begins! 
The content of their prayers are confidential –  
just between them and God.  

If you like to be a join the Prayer partners,  
just contact the church office with your email. 

Looking back at May . . . 
 

 Richard Higgins was baptized May 6. 

 On May 12 Alyssa and Audrey Ingle were baptized and confirmed in of the membership of Lynnwood. Their younger 
sisters Amelia and Ansley DeMania were baptized.  

 Lynnwood’s young people led us in worship on Celebration Sunday, May 19, presenting creative ways for us to remember 
that we are all the “Body of Christ.” The service was attended by 109 worshipers.  

 Air conditioning was installed in the Fellowship Center in April with Memorial funds provided by the estate of Cartha 
Coonley. 

 Our Building and Property team welcomed new member  
Doug Looman. 

Thank you! 
Dear Pastor and the Lynnwood Reformed Church family, 

 Thank you so much for your generous gift of support. We 
covet your prayers as we continue to minister to the people 
of Mescalero. God is so faithful! We see evidence of that on 
a daily basis and we feel so blessed to be His servants in this 
place at this time. 

Blessings , 

Mark and Miriam Vellinga 

Piano looking for a good home  

The Everett piano, currently in the 
Fellowship Center, is available to 
anyone who is willing to move it to 
their new home. It has been recently 
and regularly tuned but in need some 
repairs. If you are interested, contact 
the office,  
Jean LaCrosse, or Dianna or Larry Bopp.  

Yearning for the aroma of fresh mown grass  
and the summer sun burnishing your skin?  
You’re in luck! The sign-up sheet for mowing the church lawn  
(4 acres) is available at the volunteering station in the Narthex. 
Commitments are for two-week periods and start early in June. Each 
mowing takes 6-8 hours total. You MUST be at least 18 years of age, have 
a hands-on orientation to the riding mower, and read the new mowing 
guidelines.  

Questions? Seek out Walt Cogswell. 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes to the 
family and friends of Florence Amsler, 
Lynnwood member since 2003  
and faithful member of both the 
Lynnwood choir and Suburban 
Sounds Community Chorus.  

Florence found rest at the age of 91 on May 21,  
after a long illness. Pastor Garret Szantner officiated 
a memorial service May 29 at New Comer. 



 

 

On Saturday , May 18 Spencer Phillips’ Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor was held in the Fellowship Center. Family , friends, 
members  of Troop 357, and New York State Assemblyman 
Angelo Santabarbara were in attendance. Pastor Garret gave 
the invocation. 

Congratulations Spencer! 

KUDOS! 

 A big THANKS  to the Lent 2019 Small Group facilitators:  
Marian Truax, Pastor Stacey and Pastor Garret. Your time, energy and creativity  
are immeasurable. Participants have shared with us how much their faith grew with 
God and others. Three groups concluded with Easter while Journeying with Jesus 
continued to May 26 after which a break will be taken. 

 We are looking forward to the next round of small groups in the fall starting for 
six weeks in October and ending before Thanksgiving. There will be a facilitator 

training in late August/early September. (It will be arranged according to availability of those desiring training.) 
The training is being offered now, but that doesn’t mean you have to have a small group this fall, if a later time 
better fits your schedule. We emphasize that taking the training does NOT obligate you to facilitate a group. 
Rather, the training is an opportunity to explore if facilitation is for you; if you are being called by God to this 
ministry of Lynnwood. The art of facilitating effective conversation will be discussed as well as some facts of group 
member recruitment. 

 Think about it! As a small group facilitator you will experience spiritual nourishment, mutual support, personal 
growth and a closer relationship with God and fellow members. 

 More information and to sign up: Contact Bill and Kay Grosch (518-605-2555) 

  Sign me up! 

The Buildings and Property Team is seeking volunteers to serve on the newly 
created Building and Personal Safety Sub-Committee. This sub-committee will 
be responsible for routine safety checks and inspections of safety and 
emergency equipment; emergency response activities; identification of safety 
hazards and environmental nuisances; and other personal safety related 
activities. The sub-committee will report to either the Building Superintendent 
(currently Walt Cogswell) or the Chair of the Building and Property Team 
(currently Mark Watson). Please see Walt or Mark if interested. 



 

 

Guilderland Food Pantry  
 

 Coffee/tea 
 Dinty Moore stew 
 canned fruit 
 paper towels 
 Campbell soup 
 Progressive Chunky soup 
 snacks  

 toilet paper 

Schenectady Community Ministries 
  Needed all the time: 

 shelf stable milk:  
   soy, evaporated 

 canned soups, veggies, 
fruit, beans, tuna 

 applesauce 

 quinoa 

 brown rice 

 whole wheat pasta 

 100% fruit juice 

 
NEEDS OF THE MONTH 

 

Furniture: Loveseats,  small kitchenettes, desks, 
recliners or living room chairs, end tables 

 

Furnishings: Dinner forks especially, and other flatware, medium to large size sauce pans, soup spoons, can openers, toasters/
toaster ovens, shower curtains and/or liners and hooks 

To donate, call Jamie Doriguzzi, Program Director, at 518-346-2444 or email us at homefurninc@aol.com to arrange for pick-
up or warehouse drop-off of useful items. www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org 

 

Watch for the Home Furnishings Program’s upcoming sales at these area Strawberry Festivals: 

June 8 at the Strawberry Festival & Village Garage Sale held at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,  
103 South Reynolds in Scotia.  

June 15 at the Upper Union Street Strawberry Festival, with Home Furnishings in front of Gayne Optical  
at 1628 Union Street. 

     Purses for a Purpose 
                  SHARE A PURSE / POCKETBOOK / HANDBAG 

 Attention all females - you must have a purse or two that you no longer use and would be 
willing to share with someone at the Schenectady YWCA’s Domestic Violence Shelter - and/or 
City Mission of Schenectady. 

 A box will be located in the coat room (near the Exchange Shelves) where you may place your 
extra  and gently used purse(s).   

 

 Everyone will have the opportunity to share in this Mission project of Lynnwood Women! 
Suggestions of items to place in these purses to be given away will be available later in the summer (August).  
Watch for details in upcoming newsletters and Sunday bulletins. 

http://www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org


 

 

 

Help the Guilderland Food Pantry Drive Out Hunger From Our Neighborhoods  
The Guilderland Food Pantry (GFP) has been assisting the “food insecure” in our town since 1979. Serving over 188 families, 

26 seniors and 161 children every month, we fill the gap that occurs when the benefits run out or the job disappears.  
This year we celebrate 40 years of service to our neighbors in need.  

To meet this need we are hosting our third annual golf tournament to benefit the GFP and its clients.  
We invite you to join us in this effort. 

The GFP’s volunteer staff is dedicated to seeing that no neighbor goes hungry.  
We rely totally on the support from food drives and donations from people like you. 
Register here: https://guilderlandfoodpantry.com/food-pantry/upcoming-events/  

 

Church Women United - Schenectady   
Friendship Day Friday, June 7, at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, on the corner of the Plaza and Baker Ave. in Schenectady. 

Gather for light refreshments at 9:30 am. The program will begins at 10:00.  
The guest speaker will be Rev. Philip Grigsby of SiCM, who will share news about SiCM’s work.  

For further info: Nancy R. Bellamy, President (518) 399-8508, hm (518) 859-1804. 
 

Capital District Christian Women’s Connection June Luncheon 
Wednesday, June 12, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

at the Guilderland Elks Lodge, 3867 Carman Road 
Special Feature: Janet Schudde with Habits for Humanity in the Albany/ Rensselaer area 

Special Music: Janet Stassio accompanied by Cookie Sears on piano 
Special Speaker: Nancy Jensen will speak on Victory Over Life’s Crisis 

All are welcome - bring a friend 
Reservations are necessary and cancellations a must no later than June 8.  

Please call Nancy 518-869-0642 or Carol 518-869-5253 to reserve  
Cost: $16 inclusive (cash only please) 

Menu: meatloaf dinner, Alternative: Grilled Chicken salad 
 

West Glenville Reformed Church Annual Silent Auction and Dinner  
Saturday, June 15 beginning at 5:00pm at Bob’s Trees, 1227 West Galway Road in Hagaman, NY.  

There will be baskets to bid on and fun for all. Tickets are $25 for adults, $10/Children 5 to 12, and children under 5 free. 
Ticket includes food, beverage, and dessert.  

For further information you may contact the church office (518) 39909426 or email firstrefwg@juno.com 
Pastor Jordan White, Choral Director, Becky White, Auction Coordinator  

 

Monday Night Yoga with Kaela Knoth in the Fellowship Center 
 

We practice yoga in order to still our minds and bodies, to come to a peaceful presence of Now. 
Praying is talking to God, meditating is learning to notice the answers.  

Connect to your vehicle made in His image and settle your senses to hear His answers.   
 

Gentle Yoga and Meditation for all levels - Beginners Welcomed & Encouraged! 
Monday 6:30-7:30 PM. Donation-based.   

More info at PeaceAndLoveYoga.com  

More happenings . . . 

https://guilderlandfoodpantry.com/food-pantry/upcoming-events/
http://PeaceAndLoveYoga.com


 

 

June Birthdays 

JUNE 2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
May 26 
Journeying w/Jesus 
11:15 

Lynnwood Youth 5:30 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

May 27 

Memorial 
Day 

May 28 May 29 

Florence Amsler 

Memorial Service 

@New Comer 

May 30 May 31 JUNE 1  

Ladies’ Breakfast 

Community Youth 
Overnight 

2 Communion  

Spring Clean-Up 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

3 
Fellowship Team 6:00     
 

4 
B&P 6:00 

Mission 6:30 

5            

Choir 7:30 

6 

Faith Formation 6:30 
 

7 

Welcome Summer 
BBQ at the 
Parsonage 6:30 

8 

9 Pentecost 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

 

  

10        

  

 

 

11  

Consistory           

 

12           

Prayer Shawl 12:00 

Memorial Team 6:00 

Worship team 6:30 

Choir 7:30 

13  

Report deadline 

Thursday Circle 7:00 

 

14  

 
 

15  

 

16  
Senior Singles 11:15 

 

17  
July and August 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

 

18     

Consistory 

      

19     

Joyful Noise Circle 10:00 

Serve at City Mission 

Choir 7:30 

20   21  22  

23  

 

24  

 

25  

Primary 
Elections 

26  

 

27  28  29  

30 
9:00 

worship  

1  Ann Satterly 
2 Ruth Cawley 
  Carol DeLorenzo 
  Gill O’Brien 
  Barret Smith 
 9  Holly Sociagrosch 
10 Lauri Miller 

13 Dianna Bopp 
  Eileen Brown 
  Jerry Hawes 
  Florence Lind 
15 Woodie Hacker 
18 Jean La Crosse 
  Andrew Zink 

19 Ruth Jones 
21 Lucy Urig 
23 Lincoln Becker 
25 Sue Weinberg 

Pastor Garret will be away on a retreat June 13 through June 29.  
Pastor Stacey will be on vacation June 19 through June 22.  

Please contact the office if you have pastoral needs during these times. 

We will begin our 9:00am summer worship 
schedule on Sunday, June 30,  
returning to 9:45 on Sunday, September 8.  



 

 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes me….. 

Who do I contact to sign up?… 

I suppose there are a 
few of us who know 
everyone, but it 
seems we have 
gotten out of the 
habit of grabbing our name tag on 
the way into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Charlie Miller 
Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Ken Klapp 

Karen Messercola 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours: 8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Doug Looman 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines  
Articles for the Life of Lynnwood 

are due on the 15th of each 
month 

 

Bulletin Insert  
Bulletin insert information is due 

no later than 2pm on Wednesday. 
 

Not receiving our emails?  
If you would like to be included on 
our church’s email list, please send 
us an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share: blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

office! 

 
 

It’s fast, easy, and secure to give on the Lynnwood website or at Breeze. 
See the brochure in the narthex, or ask a deacon.  

Envelope Users: Please let a deacon know if you will not need envelopes next year, 
so we can save on printing costs. The sooner we know, the earlier we can preorder 
and obtain discounts. Thanks! 

Did you know you can access your giving history at any time  
by logging on to your Breeze account? 

 Just go to https://lynnwood.breezechms.com/login to log in or create your account. 

Directory updates: 

Sel Harlow: delete email 

 



 

 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 

Director of Faith Formation 

Job Description 
Position Vision and Overview 

 The Director of Faith Formation supports the ministry of Lynnwood Reformed Church through leadership and facilitation of faith 
formation. The Director of Faith Formation gives focused attention to faith formation at Lynnwood by chairing the Faith Formation Team 
and leading them to carry out their mission and vision for people of all ages, with specific attention to youth.  

The mission of the Faith Formation team is to support the nurturing of lifelong faith formation as we grow into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  

The vision of the Faith Formation team is to provide space where: 

 experience affirming and transforming relationships 

 learn God’s story of scripture 

 make connections between God’s story and journeys of faith 

 and grow to share the love of Jesus Christ by serving others  

The Director of Faith Formation is a part time, approximately 20 hours per week position and is supervised and supported by Lynnwood’s 
Minister of Word and Sacrament and consistory representative to the Faith Formation Team.  

Job Responsibilities: 

Faith Formation Team 

 Chair the team 

 Prepare for meetings by creating an agenda and making sure minutes are accurately taken and sent to the office manager 
so as to be put in the consistory packet 

LRC Youth 

 Maps out schedule for the ministry year and summer  

 Communicates with Parents about events, forms, etc. 

 Plans and leads youth groups 

 Plans and leads Winter Retreat 

 Coordinates volunteers for youth group meals 

 Forms relationships with parents and youth that foster belonging  

Community Youth Group 

 Sits on Joint Church Planning Committee 

 Coordinates Communication between Altamont Reformed Church and Lynnwood Reformed Church youth 

 Plans and leads Community Youth Group when it is hosted at Lynnwood 
 

Safe Sanctuary Team 

 Chair of the team 

 Collects forms yearly from parents 

 Helps with yearly training 

Sunday School 

 Organizes Sunday School yearly schedule and curriculum 

 Coordinates teachers and substitutes 

 Coordinates Christmas Pageant and Celebration Sunday 

 Leads Profession of Faith Class 

Worship 

 Help lead parts of the liturgy as gifts and ability allow 

Other Gifts 

 If space permits the church wishes for the person to use other gifts to help support the ministry of Lynnwood as it seeks to 
know and share the love of Jesus Christ.  

(continued) 



 

 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 

Director of Faith Formation 

Job Description 
(Continued) 

 

Personal Qualities: 

 Love for Jesus Christ, scripture, and the people of God 

 An ability to share his or her faith in Jesus Christ 

 Desire to learn and grow to be more like Jesus through work, rest, and personal enrichment. 

 Ability to inspire and motivate people of all ages to follow Jesus Christ. 

 Ability to work as a team member as well as a team leader 

 Passion to work with youth 

 Awareness of challenges facing society and youth in particular 

 Demonstrates ability to approach and work through problems and opportunities with creativity 

 Self-motivating, uses time effectively, and follow through on commitments 

 Effective written and verbal skills 

 Valid driver’s license 

Safe Sanctuary Policy:  

The applicant shall complete all provisions of our adopted Safe Sanctuary Policy and will go through a background check before being 
hired.  


