
 

 

 One rare sunny afternoon in February, Pastor Stacey 
and I were sitting in my office planning for the consistory 
retreat. We intended to reflect with the elders and 
deacons about our mission and vision. Pastor Stacey 
stopped me in my tracks by asking, “What do you mean by 
‘mission’ and ‘vision’?” After thinking for a moment  
I threw out what was most helpful for me and (I had 
hoped) for her at the time. I said, “Vision is the beautiful 
image in the soul’s eye and mission is the brush strokes 
that make it come into reality on life’s canvas.” This helped 
us to center in on these major terms of vision and mission. 
These terms may have different meanings to people than 
my own definition as stated above. The one term that is 
particularly hard to nail down is the word mission. 

 
 At Lynnwood we use the word 
mission in a variety of ways. We use 
it as a descriptor for a ministry team, 
function statements for our teams 
and church, and also for service we 
do beyond our walls. There is 
nothing wrong with all the ways we 
use it, but I want to provide some 
clarity about the term. 

 
 If we step back and take a look at the vast landscape 
of this conversation for the church we see that the vision 
of God is a reality of all people and all of creation 
experiencing union with God and the holistic harmony that 
comes with that relationship. The mission of the Triune 
God of grace is to work in every way to draw people into 
life-giving union with God’s self, fellowship with others, 
and harmony with all of creation. One particular and 
powerful place God does this is through our worship, 
where week by week God gathers us, cleanses us by 
words of confession and assurance, feeds us with the 
Word of God, and sends us out to share this good news 
with the world. Yet God does not limit God’s missional 
movement to worship, but God is works in all things to 
draw people into this rich union and fellowship. 

 
 

Further, God invites us to be co-laborers in this work. 
In his second letter to the Corinthians Paul writes, “we are 
ambassadors for Christ” who has shared with us his  
ministry of reconciliation. So then, it is our mission to live, 
speak, and act in such a way as to point people to Christ 
and invite them in to this life giving fellowship. Living 
missionally is then apart of everything that we do.  
We should strive to welcome people to our gatherings 
with the understanding of Jesus; celebrate our God in 
worship; desire to see people’s hearts and minds be 
shaped into the likeness of Christ; seek to show Christ’s 
love to everyone and anyone we meet throughout our 
week; budget our finances with a balance of frugal care 
and faithful leaps.  

 
     As Christians when we say 
mission, we primarily mean our 
striving to show forth Christ in all we 
do. And yet, for us at Lynnwood,  
we may use the word mission to 
mean a few more things. We use the 
word mission to talk about the way 
our teams conduct themselves to 
fulfil their particular role in the life of 

Lynnwood. And we will use the words Mission Team to 
describe the particular work we do to show Christ’s love 
beyond our doors. I am grateful for the faithful work of all 
the teams throughout the years, but as I write this I am 
particularly grateful for the Mission Team that helps lead 
us in being mindful of people and ministries and good 
programs beyond our own community. 

 
 In the same way the Holy Spirit anointed Jesus and 
permeated all that he was in order to fulfill the purposes 
of the Father who sent him, may the Holy Spirit permeate 
all that you are so that you might show forth the love of 
God in Jesus Christ in all you do!  

 
Pastor Garret 
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“The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say 
whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 
the Lord.” —Jeremiah 1:4–8 

These words were the first that God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah. They were the beginning of 
God’s mandate to the prophet. Jeremiah’s life was lonely and hard. And yet, God was with him, 
empowering him and upholding him. Jeremiah was also young. In this passage, he appears afraid that 
his youthfulness will impede his ability to work as a prophet as the Lord. God, however, has other 
plans. God works through young, old, experienced, fearful, and un-expecting alike.  

     One of the things I value about the 
family of faith at Lynnwood is that our 
children and youth are a celebrated and 
integral part of our life as a church and 
our worship together. Youth participate 
in leading the call to worship, reading 
scripture, and helping with music. 
Perhaps we at Lynnwood recognize, just 
like God proclaimed to the prophet 
Jeremiah, that young age is no obstacle 
for the work of the Spirit of God.  

     Youth at Lynnwood also have the 
opportunity to participate in Discipleship 
classes, Profession of Faith, Lynnwood’s 
youth group, and our joint youth group 
with Altamont. This January (as many of 
you know) we offered a winter retreat for 

the youth at camp Fowler. We frolicked on a frozen lake, walked in the woods, and learned about the 
love of God as shown to us in the Psalms. I would like to take this opportunity to give thanks to you, 
Lynnwood, for your support of the children and youth among you. Thank you specifically for those of 
you who helped make the winter youth retreat possible by helping with the chili-to-go fundraiser. I 
truly believe that in the hearts of these young ones, God is working new and beautiful things that are 
a gift to all of us. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Stacey 



 

 

 

 

Highlights from the consistory retreat: 

• The consistory made their way up to Camp Fowler on Friday night and shared dinner at the Chi Rho House, 
followed by improv games hosted by Ken Klapp. 

• The following day was a day of good work with sessions on spiritual leadership, vision, and mission. 

• Pastor Stacey led a conversation about the roles of consistory. The elders and deacons both expressed a desire  
to care for the spiritual and material needs of the congregation, and brainstormed about ways to do that. 

• The consistory spoke about the Vision of God to unite all people and things to himself. This conversation led 
consistory to agree to revisit the vision of Lynnwood and our values in order to reflect more on our vision for 
ministry. 

• The evening conversation focused on the different ways we use the word “Mission.” We acknowledged that all 
that we do in our life together is about the mission of God to draw people to himself, but we use the term mission 
to identify the outward movement of care for our world with the specific group of people called the “Mission 
Team.” The consistory expressed a desire to set aside time in the future to talk about how we show Christ’s love 
beyond our walls. 

During Lent, you will be given the opportunity to knit or crochet a cloth approximately the size 
of a sandwich bag. All needed materials & instructions will be provided during Fellowship Hour. 
As these cloths are completed, they will be collected during Lent and eventually distributed to 
those who would like a pocket prayer reminder to carry with them to remind them daily of God's 
constant love. A blessing of the pocket prayer cloths will be made before distribution. 

If you are a knitter or crochet, please plan to join us as your schedule allows to help those who 
are learning ! What a fun intergenerational activity for Lent. 

Questions? Contact Lauri Miller, twocrazydogs@gmail.com  

        

On Thursday, March 29th we will hold an evening service at 7pm to celebrate Maundy 
Thursday. Maundy Thursday is a remembrance of the moment before Jesus’ death when he 
gave one last mandate or teaching to his disciples, which was to serve one another as they had 
seen him do by washing their feet. During this service we will listen to scripture, wash one 
another’s hands, and also share communion. Following this we will then listen to the story of 
Jesus’ passion told in John’s gospel. 
 

As for Easter, don’t bother. It is cancelled. Just kidding! Easter will take place on April 1st this year. It will be a joyful 
celebration of remembering Christ is risen! 

If you would like to purchase an Easter lily to decorate the sanctuary this 
Easter, you may sign up March 4, 11 or 18 at the sign up center. Each plant is 
$8.00. Please make your check payable to Lynnwood Reformed Church and 
place in the collection plate in the envelope you will find at the sign-up.  
You may indicate if your lily is in memory or in honor of a loved one.  
We ask that everyone take their lily home at the end of the Easter service. 

mailto:twocrazydogs@gmail.com


 

 

 

 After a year of planning the day is nearly here. On Saturday morning, March 31, 22 Lynnwood members will 
gather at the church parking lot to embark on the 2018 West Virginia mission trip. Three other participants will 
meet us in West Virginia, including Pastor Garret who will depart following worship on Easter Sunday, making it a 
group of 25. 

 On Saturday evening, March 31, the group will be staying overnight at Camp Nawakwa, a Lutheran camp near 
Gettysburg, PA. We will stay in a retreat facility there and have our dinner provided by camp staff. Easter morning 
the group will attend an Easter dawn service at a nearby town and then hit the road for West Virginia. At the time 
that this article is being written, World Renew, the organization with which we are working, can only tell us that 
we will be within Webster County in north central WV where we will be housed by a local church, sleeping on cots 
and air mattresses for the week. We will also be handling all our own meal preparation which is a new wrinkle for 
us. Our first test will be Easter dinner that we will prepare upon arrival Sunday afternoon. 

 Our work will be multi-faceted. We know that our physical labor will likely involve housing rehabilitation due 
to destruction from a 100-year flood in 2016. We have many skilled workers participating on the trip and many 
willing to learn and contribute in any way they are able. Of equal importance is the opportunity we will have to be 
share our lives for a time with people of a vastly different part of our country. This aspect of our “work” will 
involve building bridges of both awareness and understanding to people we have never had the opportunity to 
know before. It will be a two-way learning and sharing experience, and the hope is that we will be ambassadors of 
Christ, Lynnwood Reformed Church and our section of the country that will make our congregation proud. 

 The West Virginia 2018ers, as we call ourselves, will be commissioned during worship on Palm Sunday, the 
week before we leave. Your prayers are requested for safe travel and fruitful work throughout the trip, March 31 
to April 7. And be sure to follow us on Face Book! We will be posting daily during the trip as Lynnwood Reformed 
Church. 

The WV 2018ers: 

Dianna Bopp, Larry Bopp, Katie Charvat, Payton Charvat, Joanne Cogswell, Walt Cogswell, Andrew Comparetta, 
Greg Comparetta, Nick Comparetta, Shannon Comparetta, Pastor Stacey Duensing, Scott Groezinger,  
Roger Kennedy, Carol Lynch, Mike Lynch, Lexi Pris, Suzy Pris, Tom Pris, Daniele Rueckert, Jack Rueckert,  
Leigh Rueckert, Trevor Rueckert, Pastor Garret Szantner, Mark Watson, and Maureen Watson  

 

 
The final fundraiser for the mission trip to West Virginia is coming to a close.  
Please consider adding your donations in the coming weeks before the final reveal of how 
much was collected and the awarding of a prize for the closest guess!   
Look for the jar on the shelf in the narthex before worship and in the coffee hour after. 
 
Important Mountain Mission Money dates: 
 

 March 11 — last chance to contribute to the jar 
 March 18 — guess deadline 
 March 25 — awarding of prize for the closest guess  



 

 

 

 

 At least 30 Lynnwood bowlers took to the lanes at Town ‘N Country Lanes in February for a fun 
afternoon of bowling, fellowship and pizza!  The group ranged in age and skill; some bowled scores in the 
200s, some young beginners used the bowling ball “slide” to assist them in gaining the momentum to get 
that ball down the lane, and some just observed and cheered on the participants. No matter where you 
fell on that continuum, it was a great afternoon that earned $168 for the West Virginia mission trip.  
 
Many thanks to Shannon Comparetta for organizing this event! 

 



 

 

 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Sunday, March 11, 1-3pm – Volunteering at the Regional Food Bank 

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 
Sunday, March 18, 5:30-7pm - Come to LRC for dinner, games, & time together! 

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 
Sunday, April 15, 5:30-7pm - Come to LRC for dinner, games, and time together! 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Sunday, April 22, 1-3pm - Zero Gravity Laser Tag (Cost $20) 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Saturday, May 12 - Soup Kitchen Serving. Location and time TBD 

Celebration Sunday 
Sunday, May 20 - Sunday School helps lead worship 

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 
Sunday, May 20, 5:30-7pm - Come to LRC for dinner, games, & time together! 

ARC-y LRC-y Combined Youth Group (4th-12th) 
Friday, June 1 at 8:30pm - Sat, June 2 at 9am - Campfire, sleepover, & games at LRC 

Profession of Faith Sunday 
Sunday, June 3    During worship those youth who have completed profession of faith will have the opportunity to 
profess their faith before the congregation.  

Invite a friend to join you!  
All are welcome!  

Watch Sunday bulletins 
and emails  

for further info. 

 

Lou Smith Commissioned as Preaching Elder  

"The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,  
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ." —Ephesians 4:11–13 

 By virtue of our baptism into Christ we are all empowered by the Holy Spirit for a particular faith journey and 
vocation of ministry. This ministry takes place in a variety of ways. Some might be more formal roles of church 
leadership, like being a pastor. Other vocational ministries might be to be a laboring in love for others as a nurse, 
teacher, lawyer, mother, grandfather, and so many other roles.   

 I am so grateful as your pastor to see the many ways you embody the life of Christ's disciples and follow him 
in ministry. I wish to particularly lift up and celebrate Dr. Lou Smith, who was commissioned by the Reverend 
Classis of Schenectady to be a Preaching Elder. She is commissioned to preach at any pulpit within the 
Schenectady Classis of the Reformed Church, and by invitation of churches from around the Albany Synod.  
This is a wonderful achievement for Lou as she has studied church doctrine, history, polity, and standards in 
order to be examined and found competent to share the Good News of Jesus Christ!  

 I pray that you might join me in celebrating this milestone in Lou's life as a 'sign-post' moment on her faith 
journey.  

Pastor Garret 



 

 

 

guilderlandfoodpantry.com

Hello and thank you again for all you do for our pantry. Here are our requests for March.  

• canned fruit   

• laundry detergent 

• dish soap 

• spaghetti sauce 

• prepared Dinty Moore meals 

• cream of mushroom soup 

• granola bars 

God bless you and your congregation. You continue to feed 145 families each month. 93 families participate in our holiday meal 
program.  

Sue Hennessy 

www.sicm.us

Items that cannot be purchased by clients with food stamps or cannot be purchased from the Regional Food 
Bank by SICM at reduced prices are in high demand at the food pantry.  
This month’s items fall into this “MOST NEEDED” category: 

• Feminine products 

• Toilet paper 

• Paper towels, tissues 

A box for all donations to SICM Food Pantry is located under the balcony stairs across from the church office. 

            schenectadyhomefurnishings.org 
MARCH 2018 MINI-NEWS                   

 
Furniture: coffee/end tables, living room chairs, small kitchen table sets, small desks  
Furnishings: saucepans, cutlery, bakeware, spatulas, can openers, cereal & desert bowls, bath & dish towels,  
twin & queen sheets and blankets, shower curtains & hooks, small appliances: coffee makers, toasters/ovens,  
crock-pots, mixers, irons.  
       To donate, contact Jamie Doriguzzi, Program Director, at 518-346-2444 or homefurninc@aol.com to arrange for pick-up or 
warehouse drop-off of useful items. Please, focus on basic housekeeping items in immediately useful condition. 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! You help us help those in need. 

http://refugees.org/field-office/albany/

During the month of March we will be collecting items needed by new refugees, for the US Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants in Albany. There will be a box in the Narthex on March 4th, and following that first 
Sunday of the month, the box will be in the coatroom. 

Follow USCRI in Albany on Facebook. Check out their website:  http://refugees.org/field-office/albany/ 
Let’s help these new neighbors. 

Needed:  New or gently used: 
• Large cooking pots 

• Large kitchen utensils 

• Kettles 

• Rice cookers 

• Can openers 

• Fans  

 

• Shower curtains 

• Twin bed sheets 

• Twin bed blankets & bedspreads 

• Pillow cases 

• Kitchen towels 

• Bath towels 



 

 

 

                     Open Letter to 2018 Lenten Participants 
 

Dear 2018 Lenten Small Group Participant, 

 The season of Lent is here, and we all walk toward the cross and Easter. You have entered Lent with new 
openness and spirit of discovery and joined a Small Group. You and your fellow travelers have covenanted 
together to journey with God and each other for six weeks during this season. No matter how big or small your 
group is, you are forming an intentional community, sharing your spiritual journeys and working at growing 
spiritually through mutual support and accountability. 

 May your journey be meaningful and fruitful. On Easter morn may you see and feel the blessings of having 
chosen this Lenten experience  to prepare for the joy and glory of resurrection. 

In Christ’s love,  

Kay and Bill Grosch (Coaches) 

To My Lynnwood Family,  

There at no words for the support I’ve received since my car accident in April 2016 when my 
brain tumor was diagnosed. Your prayers have sustained me during this difficult time.  
As I’m recovering from having this meningioma spot removed, it is all good news, benign 
and probably just an occasional MRI to be sure nothing grows back.  

Thank you, thank you ,thank you for visits from Pastors Garret & Stacey, cards, and delicious meals. I appreciate the 
prayer shawl given to me by Jane Domaracki. 

God has blessed me immeasurably through this congregation. 

Love, Lauri Miller  
(Mark & family, too) 

Our sincere condolences to the family of Vera Cullen, who passed February 19, 2018.  
A funeral service was held at Lynnwood Friday, February 23 2018. 

to charter member Harry Coton, who  tied the knot with Harlene Verkler 
December 1, 2017 in Lakeland, Florida. The February edition of Shavings, the magazine of the Estates at Carpenters, 
features news of this event: “They began their love story by saying, ‘It is amazing how God works, He is so good.’  
. . . Harry and Harlene built a friendship based on their love of music and the fine arts, and their spiritual beliefs, 
which is very important to them both . . . While Harry was recouping from his compression fracture he popped the 
question! Harlene said she really didn’t understand what he was saying, so Harry responded, “Did you understand 
what I just said? I just asked you to marry me.” So, of course Harlene said yes! . . . They feel blessed to live in a place 
where they can be an asset to their community and serve in The Estates Religious Resources.” (See more and 
pictures on the bulletin board.) 

 Way to go, Harry! Many blessings to you and Harlene from your Lynnwood family! 

“Jesus” at Sight & Sound Theatre  
Brown Tours will have a trip to Lancaster Pa on 3/23-24 to see the new play “Jesus” at Sight & Sound Theatre.  
Cost is $277.00 pp based on a double. Call Eileen Brown for more info. 518-355-5995. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes 
me….. 

Who do I contact to 

sign up?… 

I suppose there are a few of us who 
know everyone, but it seems we 
have gotten out of the habit of 
grabbing our name tag on the way 
into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 

Ronald DeLorenzo 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Pamela Rost 

Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Kay Grosch 
Ken Klapp 

Carol Lynch 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours:  8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Ron DeLorenzo 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Did you know? 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines                         
Articles for Life of Lynnwood are 
due on the 12th of each month. 

Bulletin Insert                              
Bulletin insert information is due 

no later than 2pm on Wednesday. 

Not receiving our emails?                       
If you would like to be included on 
our church’s email list, please send 
us an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share : blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

 

 

 Bill Clark 
 wclark1293@nycap.rr.com  

 Sherry Delgrego 

 2231 Concord St, Schenectady, NY 12306  

 

 

Please remember to contact the office  
with any changes in your contact information 

Directory Updates 



 

 

 For a more complete, detailed & updated calendar,  

please visit the Calendar tab on our new website! 

1   

Faith Formation  

6:30 

2 3 

  

   

     

  

 

  

4     Communion 

Small Group Facilitator Support 

11:45 

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

5 

Fellowship Team 

Dinner 6:00 

6 

Bldg & Prop 6:30 

 

7 

Prayer Shawl 4:00 

Worship Team 

6:30 

8  

 

9 

  

10 

  

11    

ARC-y LRC-y @ Food Bank 

1:00 - 3:00 

Sub. Sounds 7pm 

12 

 

Newsletter     

deadline 

  

13 

Mission Team  

6:30 

 

  

14  

Choir 7:30 

  
  

15  

Reports to 

Consistory Due 

Thursday Circle 7:00 

16 

  

17 

  

18    

Senior Singles 11:00 

Small Group Facilitator Support 

11:45 

Youth Group 5:30 

19 

 

20 

Consistory 

 

21 

Joyful Noise 10:00 

Choir 7:30 

22  

  

23 

  

  

 

 

24 

  

25  PALM  

SUNDAY 

Sub. Sounds 

7pm 

 

 

April 1 

EASTER 

26 

 

27 28 

Choir 7:30 

 29 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

7:00 Communion 

  

 30 

GOOD 

FRIDAY 

 31 

 

 

4 Alice Fidler 
Anna May Morrison    

5 Janith Mason  

7  Geri Mohr 

9 Ken Klapp 

10 Larry Bopp 

12  Jean Anderson 
  Julie Ader 

15 Gladys O’Brien 

17 Debbie Perretta 

18 Wayne Blessing 
Ric Klug 

19 Neil Satterly 

22 Peter Palma 
Bill Ports 
 

27 Bill Mac Gregor 

28 Peg Kniskern 

30 Peg Raymond 

31 Ellen DeCarr 
Lou Smith  

  
   
   
  


