
 

 

FAITH & DOUBT
 The very last sequence of Matthew’s gospel begins  
like this: “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.”  

 I had heard this passage many times and was struck by 
the way it says, some worshiped him; but some doubted.  
But as I prepared to preach on this a few Sundays ago I was 
struck by the fact that the people who worshiped or doubted 
were not just a random collection of people; this was the 
group of the eleven disciples! This was the group that had 
followed him from the beginning or joined him as his ministry 
unfolded. I suspect that in addition to 
the eleven there were also other faithful 
people, like the women – you know, the 
ones who didn’t desert Jesus on his road  
to the cross.  

 All that to say, these were the people 
who had heard each of his teachings, 
seen all of his miracles, experienced 
nourishment from his multiplication of 
bread and fish, and known well that he had told them that he 
would rise from the dead. If any people should have grasped 
the concept that Jesus rose from the dead, it was these 
people!  

 And, half of them did. Half of them saw and understood, 
and therefore worshiped him. But, some didn’t. Some saw 
him and didn’t truly understand, or they were skeptical,  
but whatever it was they were not able to join the others  
in celebrating and worshiping Jesus as the risen one.  

 Often times we can laugh or scoff or belittle the disciples 
for their little or lack of faith. Sometimes it is good to have a 
chuckle at their expense. But after we do so it is good to 
remember that the writer of the gospel is writing this story  
so that we are drawn into the story and can see ourselves 
within it. And so, when Matthew writes that some worshiped 
and some doubted, it is an invitation to see ourselves 
standing in front of the Risen One. It is an invitation to see 

that Jesus shows up to both those who get it, and those who 
don’t. It is an invitation to have compassion for ourselves 
wherever we might be on our journey of faith, because Jesus 
does. 

As a seminary professor once said, “This passage sheds 
light on the fact that the community of faith has very porous 
boundaries, in which there is a collection of any number of 
people at different places of faith.” It is true. On a Sunday 
morning when we gather, some of us are well down the road 
of faith and following Jesus, while others have not yet 
stepped on the path. Some are in a season of celebration of 
God because they can clearly see God and see all God has 
done for them. And others see Jesus and are skeptical and 
doubt for any number of reasons. And the point of this story 
is that that is okay! Jesus meets us wherever we are at.  

        And, I believe that Jesus calls us all 
together because he knows how much we 
need each other and how we can mean 
something to each other’s life of faith.  
I experienced this within the small group I 
led during the season of Lent on the book 
of Acts. This group of six people were at 
different stages of our faith journey, some 
further along than others (for a point of 

reference I was one of the young’uns in terms of years spent 
following Jesus). Some were in different seasons – some were 
in a place of celebration and others were living in lament. In 
all, the closeness of the group and the way we shared 
provided for mutual reflection, learning, and encouragement. 
I am certain that the Holy Spirit guided us all the way!  

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, or even if you 
have not stepped onto the path, know that Jesus still seeks 
you out. And Jesus has led you to this place of Lynnwood. I 
hope that this can be a place where we figure this out 
together. I want this to be a reminder that if you are seeking 
spiritual growth, connection with a small group, or either 
celebrating life's good moments or really struggling, please 
come talk to me, Pastor Stacey, an elder, or a deacon. We are 
here for you! And remember, Jesus says, “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age!”  

 

Pastor Garret 

THE LIFE OF LYNNWOOD 

“And remember,  
I am with you always,  
to the end of the age.”  



 

 

In January, you received a letter from the Special 
Task force, the Consistory, and the Pastors introducing 
to you a five-month, church-wide process of 
discernment around LGBTQ+ marriage and inclusion. 
Since then, you have listened to preachers, talked to 
the Special Task force, listened to one another in our 
church-wide conversations, and engaged scripture in 
the Lenten Bible study. In May, consistory will receive 
a report that compiles (anonymously) all the special 
task force has learned from you. In June, with the help 
of God, the consistory will discuss what further action 
should be taken. 

As I write this newsletter 
article to you, I celebrate all the 
work that has been done. I am 
grateful for the ways that we 
have listened to God and to one 
another in this process.  
From the beginning, it was my 
prayer that whatever direction 
Lynnwood moved in this 
process, God would be glorified 
and we would grow together as 
disciples of Jesus.  

I feel it is important to note just how significant 
and counter cultural the work is that we have been 
doing. I was recently listening to a podcast that 
diagnoses our cultural norms of language as aggressive 
and combative. In other words, people are so 
interested in trying to persuade or coerce each other 
to come to “their side” that they don’t actually hear 
each other at all. The result is a culture of violent 
communication in where people are so concerned 
with their own “rightness” that they lack the ability  
to listen, learn, and grow together.  

Our whole process of discernment at Lynnwood 
has been intentionally conversation based. We believe 
that God reveals God’s self to us through God’s word 
and the working of the Spirit among the body of 
believers. In our conversations together, we have 

learned how the Spirit is stirring in each of us and how 
God might be directing us as a whole. This is counter-
cultural work. Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes about the 
importance of listening in our spiritual communities: 

“The first service that one owes to others in the 
community involves listening to them. Just as our love 
for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the 
beginning of love for other Christians is learning to 
listen to them. God’s love for us is shown by the fact 
that God not only gives us God’s Word but also lends 
us God’s ear. We do God’s work for our brothers and 
sisters when we learn to listen to them.” 1 

      I celebrate the courageous, 
countercultural work you have 
engaged in this discernment 
process through being honest 
and listening to each other.  
My prayer for us is this, “I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know 

him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power.” 2 

With hope in Christ, 

Pastor Stacey 

 

__________________________________ 
1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: Prayerbook of the Bible 
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996), 98.  

2. Ephesians 1:17–19, NRSV 



 

 

Last month we: 

 Heard from the Stewardship Team about their work forming a timeline for the coming year. In addition, the team 
reported how they are doing work to re-configure the Legacy Team which oversees the endowment funds. 

 
 Spoke about more and better communication between consistory and the congregation. At the consistory retreat the 

elders and deacons desired to continue to think through having better communication. We identified areas where things 
are going well and also considered areas where we might grow. Such areas for growth are: having more town halls; 
ensuring important items get into the newsletters, bulletins, and announced during worship; we would do a better job 
of sharing information in reports; we would work toward sharing exciting news about things being done at Lynnwood 
during the prayers of the people. 

 
 The Schenectady Classis is going to be meeting at Lynnwood on Tuesday, May 28th. 

 
 The consistory received an update from Pastor Stacey that the final report on the discernment process about inclusion 

and same sex marriage will be given to consistory in May and there will be a formal decision made in June. 
 
 The consistory also spoke about Pastor Stacey’s departure. Pastor Garret reminded everyone to continue to pray for 

Pastor Stacey as she searches for a call. In addition, the consistory decided between moving forward with an Albany 
Synod Fellowship Program Fellow (similar to Pastor Stacey’s position) which would be shared with Helderberg and 
having a second part-time position. The consistory decided that they were not able to move forward with the Fellowship 
Program and would look into other options for a part-time position. 

 
 The elders approved baptisms for the coming month of six people: the DeMania girls: Alyssa, Audrey, Amelia, and 

Ansley; Hadley Kearney, and Dick Higgins. 

 

Spring Clean Up 
and Pizza! 

 

Sunday, June 2, after worship service 

It's time again to spruce up the church, and many hands make light work! 

Please come ready to work inside or out -  
cleaning materials will be provided, but extra rakes would be helpful. 

Pizza and beverages will be provided.  
Please sign up in the Narthex so we can better plan ahead. 

 

Thanks, 
 

from your Building and Property Team! 



 

 

Youth Programing 
Sunday School at Lynnwood is split into two classes: Explorations (Pre-K-5th grades) and Discipleship (6th-12th grades).  

Both groups meet every Sunday during worship except if otherwise noted.  
Explorations leaves worship after the children’s sermon, ending at 11:00.  

Discipleship leaves after the sermon, ending at 11:15. 
All are welcome! 

Sunday, May 5th, 5:30-7pm  
Community Youth Group (4th-12th) Meet at Altamont Reformed Church for dinner, team building, & learning. 

Sunday, May 19  
Celebration Sunday: Sunday School plans and leads worship. 

Sunday, May 19, 5:30-7pm  
Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) Join us for dinner, games, & time together! 

Saturday, June 1- Sunday, June 2 
Community Youth Group (4th-12th) Overnight event at Lynnwood. 

Looking back at April . . . 
 
 We praise God for the birth of Pier Mae, 6 lbs. 8 oz., born April 2, 2019 to Michael and Kara McLaughlin.  
Bob and Nancy LaPietro are proud first time grandparents.  

 We celebrated the life of Ann Stressel April 6. 

 April’s annual Talent show and pot luck dinner was well attended, and provided many laughs. 

 The Maundy Thursday service was attended by over 50 people. The Deacon’s fund contributions exceeded $1,200. 

 Good Friday’s Organ Meditations was also well attended, with powerful music selected and performed by Jean La Crosse,  
with singers Laura Reynold and Matthew Vicalvi for the final “To You, Oh Lord, I Lift Up My Soul” by George Emlen. 
Unforgettable.  

 Easter! Christ is Risen! It was wonderful to see so many children! Total attendance was 166. 

 Hadley Grace Kearney was baptized April 28. 



 

 

Guilderland Food Pantry  
 

 spaghetti sauce 
 white tuna 
 canned fruit 
 paper towels 
 cake mixes 
 brownie mixes 
 snacks  

Schenectady Community Ministries 
  Needed all the time: 

 shelf stable milk:  
   soy, evaporated 

 canned soups, veggies, 
fruit, beans, tuna 

 applesauce 

 quinoa 

 brown rice 

 whole wheat pasta 

 100% fruit juice 

 
NEEDS OF THE MONTH 

Furniture: Small living room pieces, small 
kitchenettes, small flat desks, chairs 

 

Furnishings: Dinner forks especially, and other flatware, medium and large size sauce pans, metal baking pans, can openers, 
toasters/toaster ovens, curtains 

To donate, call Jamie Doriguzzi, Program Director, at 518-346-2444 or email us at homefurninc@aol.com to arrange for pick-
up or warehouse drop-off of useful items. www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org 

 

Watch for the Home Furnishings Program’s upcoming sales at these area Strawberry Festivals: 

June 8 at the Strawberry Festival & Village Garage Sale held at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,  
103 South Reynolds in Scotia.  

June 15 at the Upper Union Street Strawberry Festival, with Home Furnishings in front of Gayne Optical  
at 1628 Union Street. 

Friday, May 10, 7:30 at Eden Café, 269 Osborne Rd Albany NY 
All ticket proceeds will go toward Albany Synod Ministries.  
Space is limited - see Pastor Garret for tickets of $7.50.  
Hear your favorite songs performed by Jason White,  
Garret Szantner and Mark Mares from Chris Stapleton,  
Van Morrison, The Decemberists and more, for a night of music, 
friends and libations. The Ministers like to play music in a free 
form setting like the Listening Room at Eden Cafe but they love 
the experience of connecting with friends old and new even if 
only for one evening. 
 

Come Early, Come Hungry: tapas, dinner, beer, wine, sangria, cocktails, hard Cider and all your favorite coffees, 
teas and desserts. 

http://www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org


 

 

MAY Birthdays 

MAY 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
       

  

            

 
 

1               

 Choir 7:30 

 

2 

Faith Formation 6:30 

Stewardship 7:00 

3 

  

4 

 

5 Communion  

Fellowship team 11:15 

Journeying w/Jesus 11:15 

Youth@ARC5:30 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

6             

 

7 
B&P 6:00 

Mission 6:30 

8            

Prayer Shawl 12:00 

Worship team 6:30 

Choir 7:30 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

12  

Mother’s Day 

Baptism 

Journeying w/Jesus 11:15 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

13         

  

 

 

14            

 

15            

Joyful Noise Circle 10:00 

Choir 7:30 

 

 

16 

Report deadline 

Thursday Circle 7:00 

 

17 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

18  

 

19  

Celebration 
Sunday 

Journeying w/Jesus 11:15 

Senior Singles 11:15 

Lynnwood Youth 5:30 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

20   

 

21    

Consistory 

      

22      

Choir 7:30 

23  24 25 

 

26 
Journeying w/Jesus 11:15 

Lynnwood Youth 5:30 

Suburban Sounds 7:00 

27 

Memorial 
Day 

28 29 

Choir 7:30 

30 31 June 1  

Ladies’ Breakfast 

3  Teresa Mix 
5 Will de Forest 
6 Marian Truax 
11 Amy Brown 
12 Micchelle Jackson 
13 Kate Watson 

14 Ashley Perretta 
16 Sandy Gillen 
17 Melissa Becker 
21 Carol Lynch 
24 Karen Watson 
  Shannon Zink 

26 Jared Ports 
29 Donna Paquette 
30 Tom Gorczyca 



 

 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes me….. 

Who do I contact to sign up?… 

I suppose there are a 
few of us who know 
everyone, but it 
seems we have 
gotten out of the 
habit of grabbing our name tag on 
the way into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Charlie Miller 
Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Ken Klapp 

Karen Messercola 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours: 8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Doug Looman 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines  
Articles for the Life of Lynnwood 

are due on the 15th of each 
month 

 

Bulletin Insert  
Bulletin insert information is due 

no later than 2pm on Wednesday. 
 

Not receiving our emails?  
If you would like to be included on 
our church’s email list, please send 
us an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share: blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

office! 

 
 

It’s fast, easy, and secure to give on the Lynnwood website or at Breeze. 
See the brochure in the narthex, or ask a deacon.  

Envelope Users: Please let a deacon know if you will not need envelopes next year, 
so we can save on printing costs. The sooner we know, the earlier we can preorder 
and obtain discounts. Thanks! 

Did you know you can access your giving history at any time  
by logging on to your Breeze account? 

 Just go to https://lynnwood.breezechms.com/login to log in or create your account. 

Directory updates: 

Vicki Schlierer: 518-867-5639 cell 

Rik Schlierer: 518-421-5016 cell 

Schlierer home: 518-895-1084 

 


