
 

 

 

Celebrating the 
Season of Creation 
 

“The earth is the Lord’s  
and all that is in it, the world,  
and those who live in it;  
for he has founded it on the 
seas, and established it on the rivers.” – Psalm 24 

 The people of God live in hope and trust that the God 
who has revealed himself to Israel, prominently through 
Jesus Christ, and continually through the Holy Spirit,  
is the One true God who created the heavens and earth. 
We belong to this One God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
– who created all things, redeemed all things, sustains all 
things. Our belonging to this God means something for 
how we live as a part of this beautifully created world. 

 Primarily, we are to be caretakers of creation. This 
can take many different forms and often is taken up in a 
variety of ecological practices such as not wasting water, 
using reusable grocery bags, carpooling to work, and so 
on. In addition, my heart is glad when I am on social 
media and learn of technological innovations that are 
helping to clean up oceans, care for wildlife, or protect 
forests. But one way that we humans can care for 
creation, as Genesis 1 and 2 suggests is our God-given 
task, is by worshipping God and also recognizing 
Creation’s praise of God in our worship. 

 Now, you might be saying, ‘what in the world does 
that mean and where is this headed?’ It is always good to 
wonder if your pastor has lost it, yet again. But please 
bear with me for a moment. I encourage you to look at 
Psalm 148, which says: “Praise the Lord! Praise him, sun 
and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! .  . . praise the 
Lord from the earth, you seas monsters and all deeps . . 
.mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Wild 
animals and all cattle, creeping things!” 

 

 

  

 This psalm is a doxological psalm. ‘Doxo’ meaning 
‘glory’ and ‘logo’ meaning word. So, words of glory or 
glorification. It is a psalm extolling God for God’s 
goodness. The psalmist is inviting creation to lift up 
praise to God. I am not exactly sure what this looks like or 
it even means. I am wrestling with how this happens. But, 
as we humans are supposed to have care over the whole 
earth in order that it flourishes to its truest potential, 
perhaps there is something to humanity’s priestly role to 
invite creation to praise God for who God is and the way 
God created everything. Perhaps the created world as it 
is worships God in being what it is and working according 
to the purpose that God intended it to have. 

 All this to say, in September I will be trying to figure 
out how to explain to Amos that he should give praise to 
God and elicit a reverential, ‘ruff!’ While that is going on 
we will be celebrating God as creator and the goodness of 
creation in what is called, The Season of Creation. It is a 
five week season of the church year that takes place in 
late summer/early fall in which different parts of creation 
are emphasized so as to give glory to God for the good 
things of our world. It is part of a three year cycle so that 
over the course of three years fifteen different parts of 
the created order will be in view. For more information 
and learning on this I encourage you to go to:  
https://seasonofcreation.com 

 Please note that the celebration of the season of 
creation is a recent and growing movement within the 
global church. Pastor Stacey, Lou Smith, and I attended a 
workshop put on by the Regional Synod of Albany to 
educate people on the Season of Creation and to work 
through how to plan worship accordingly. We look 
forward to this Season of Creation as a way to give praise 
to God, invite wonder of our world, and deepen our love 
for both God and all God has created. I hope you come 
with open hearts and minds to celebrate our good and 
generous Creator God!  

Pastor Garret 

 

THE LIFE OF LYNNWOOD 

https://seasonofcreation.com/


 

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing….  

My father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. As my Father has loved me,  
so I have loved you; abide in my love.” John 15:5 

This passage from John is a beautiful promise and 
charge from Jesus. The promise is that through Jesus we 
are loved by God, and God will work through us to bear 
“fruit” in the world. The charge for us is to abide, remain, 
stay, and grow in Jesus’ love. Through this, we are 
changed. This process is that of discipleship. 

At Lynnwood Reformed Church, we believe that we 
are all called to this journey of discipleship: young, old, 
seasoned saint, and new believer alike. God meets us in 
the journey, and as we come to know Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit works within us and helps us to grow. Part of our 
role as a church is creating space for disciples to learn, 
grow, and serve. 

This fall, Lynnwood will be offering many spaces for 
young and old alike to engage deeper in the discipleship 
journey. Sunday school, small groups, and youth group 
will all be offered. I encourage each of you to try 
something new, whether it’s participating in discipleship 
through one of these groups or leading a group or a class 
yourself. 

I would like to take a moment to highlight one 
ministry at Lynnwood that will be changing this fall. For 
years, Lynnwood has participated in a joint youth group 
with Altamont Reformed Church. This joint youth group 
has continued to change each year according to the 

feedback of the youth within. This year is no exception.  
In fact, the group is even receiving a new name: ARCy 
LRCy will change to Community Youth Group. The 
reason behind the name change is simple. ARCy LRCy 
was created with the value of sharing ministry between 
two youth groups. The Community Youth Group wants 
to expand that vision: not only are Altamont and 
Lynnwood youth invited, but all youth within our 
communities.    

Last year, the joint youth group met once a month 
for either a service project or a fun event, such as laser 
tag. Upon reflection, the planning committee realized 
that youth were not as interested in attending the events 
because they didn’t know one another. Even though the 
service project and fun events were good things to 
participate in, they did not provide open space for the 
youth to just be together and get to know one another. 
This year, the Community Youth Group will meet once a 
month on the first Sunday of the month from 5:30-7pm.  
We will switch back and forth between Lynnwood and 
Altamont for our meetings. Our time will include a meal, 
team building games, and relaxed learning. At the first 
meeting of the year, the youth will be able to choose 
together a service project that they want to participate in 
for the year. 

  Jesus said, “As my Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love.”  We become disciples by 
not only abiding in God’s love for us but also in loving one 
another. John 15 goes on to say, “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” For all our discipleship ministries at 
Lynnwood I pray that we continue to abide in the love of 
Jesus and grow in our love for one another, our 
neighbors, and the world. 

 

Pastor Stacey 

 



 

 

This past month at consistory . . . 

• We met at the parsonage to have a BBQ and to look over some bigger agenda items for the coming year. 

• We received updates from the Guilderland Food Pantry, Inclusion group, and Outreach task forces. 

• The Guilderland Food Pantry’s leaders will be conducting a study over the next year or two of the external need 
and the internal leadership structure. This is an attempt to ensure that they are able to maintain or correct their 
current model to be able to sustain their program should they move to a bigger space. Meaning, this vision of 
putting the food pantry on the land of Lynnwood is postponed until further notice. However, the food pantry and 
Lynnwood’s leaders agreed to remain open to the idea going forward and update each other regularly. 

• The Inclusion group, empowered by consistory, is meeting and continuing to plan a way for our community to have 
a conversation around same-sex marriage. This is mainly due to the Schenectady Classis’ recommendation that all 
consistories should confer and come up with a stance so as to have a stated policy and to be able to advise clergy 
on the matter. 

• The Outreach task force, led by Pastor Stacey, was assembled and met for the first time in August. This group is 
empowered to think through our vision for outreach and plan out coordinated activities accordingly. 

• We received an update and vision of the budget for 2018 and 2019 from Treasurer, Debbie Perretta, and spoke 
about the upcoming stewardship campaign. 

• Pastor Garret presented a request to have Connor Brady stay with him at the parsonage for September through 
May. Garret has known Connor since seminary when Connor was at Hope College. Connor has also been on staff at 
Camp Fowler for the past couple of summers. Consistory worked out details of an agreement to have Connor live at 
the parsonage. 

 

 I hope you join me in both celebrating and welcoming Charlie Miller as a deacon of Lynnwood Reformed Church! 
Charlie previously served on consistory and is now taking over the rest of Ron DeLorenzo’s term. We are excited to 
have Charlie join the team of consistory as he is a wonderfully compassionate and extravagant caretaker of this family 
of faith. 

 

 

 

 

Worship returns to 9:45 a.m.  
starting September 9.  

 

Why does our pastor avoid using the word 
“altar” to describe the communion table?  

Altars, as we find them described in Scripture,  
are built for the purpose of making sacrifice to God. 
Animals were slain on the altars as offerings to God, 
so it was this model that was picked up by the  
pre-Reformation Church to describe communion as a  

re-enactment of the sacrifice of Christ, which made the use of the word altar 
appropriate. 

However, one of the key ingredients in our Reformed understanding of the 
sacrament is that it is – as it was in the Upper Room – a meal shared around 
a table. For this reason the pastor presents the sacrament from behind the 
table, sharing the bread and wine, as well as the prayers and concerns of the 
congregation. At our Lord's Table the sacrifice of Christ is remembered, but it 
is not re-enacted. The sacrifice was a once-and-for-all event, sufficient for 
eternity, in the history of God's relationship with us. When we gather in 
remembrance, in communion, and in hope at the table, Christ is there with 
us, not as a sacrifice but as our risen Lord. 

from www.rca.org 
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Suzy Pris, Lexi Pris, Andy Pris, Tom Pris,  
Daniele Rueckert, Pastor Stacey, Walt Cogswell 

Dear Lynnwood Community, 

First of all, I would like to 

thank every church member 

that came out and helped me 

with my Eagle Scout Project.  

I would also like to thank 

Pastor Garret, Pastor Stacey, 

and the Building and Property 

Team for allowing me to do my 

Eagle Scout Project in the 

woods behind the church. The 

church members also helped in 

many ways. To all of the people 

that sponsored a medallion, 

thank you! Without your help 

this would have been a very 

hectic project.  

May God bless all of you 

greatly.  

Thomas Pris 



 

 

 

In addition, items not covered by food stamps such as 
hygiene products, soap, and detergents, are always 
needed.  

Open House - Please join the Guilderland  Food Pantry 
Noon, Sunday, September 9, at Christ Church 
Guilderland, 4 Charles Park Guilderland, NY 12084.  
Refreshments will be served. 

 

 

 
 

The next opportunity to serve dinner at the 
Schenectady City Mission is Wednesday, Sept 19.  

 

Please remember that volunteers are required to 
register and sign up on the Volunteer Hub on the 

City Mission website.   
 

So sign up for the event there and then add your 
name to the list at the Volunteer Center in the 

Narthex. 

Lynnwood Senior Singles celebrated the marriage of  
Al and Jackie Adamson on Sunday, August 26, during 
Fellowship hour after church.  Al and Jackie were 
married May 23 in Clermont, Florida, where they will 
make their home. We certainly wish them the very best 
and will miss them.  

The Home Furnishings Program 
www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org 

NEEDS OF THE MONTH 

Furniture: Kitchen Sets, Beds/Futons, Love Seats 
Furnishings: dish towels, bath towels and hand 
towels, Can-openers, medium to large sauce pans, 
Flatware (especially dinner forks and soup spoons),  
Blankets (especially twin) 

To donate, call Jamie Doriguzzi, Program Director, at 
518-346-2444 or email us at homefurninc@aol.com 
to arrange for pick-up or warehouse drop-off of 
useful items.  

Please, everything must be in immediately useful 
condition. 

FIND US AT OUR “LITTLE ITALY FESTA” SALE!
SEPTEMBER 8, FROM 10-4  

in the Rossi-Ditoro Funeral Home parking lot 
YOU HELP US HELP OTHERS – THANKS! 

Many thanks to all of you who contributed to the 
City Mission Summer Youth 
Adventure Backpack Program. 
We filled 20 backpacks with all 
the necessary items to start off 
the school year, and were able  
to purchase an additional 19 
backpacks of excellent quality.  

Total value was $800.00.  
 

That certainly will put smiles on  many faces as 
they begin the school year.   

Thank you!  
 

Peg Kniskern and the Mission Team 

http://www.schenectadyhomefurnishings.org
mailto:homefurninc@aol.com


 

 

 
Fall Into Music 

 
“Jesus keep me aware of your Presence” 

This simple prayer can be like soft background music in your soul –  
playing continuously underneath the other activities of your mind. 

When your mind is stayed on Me, I keep you in perfect Peace. Isaiah 26: 3 
 

 Recently, a friend stated: “Wow! Lynnwood Congregation can really Sing!”  
“Yes they can”, I replied. We are blessed with gifts of music and the willingness to share. 
Thank you to all who contributed to the summer music ministry. You are very much 
appreciated. As we continue into fall services and the approach of Advent and 
Christmas (yes it’s coming again) I look forward to your participation. Please consider 
sharing your talents and ideas. Lynnwood choir welcomes new members. If you play an 
instrument, we encourage you to participate. Lynnwood Youth Musicians provides a 
great opportunity for our students to participate in worship. 
 
 I would like to mention the Suburban Sounds Community Chorus. Perhaps this is a 
group you are not acquainted with this group. Let me introduce the singers.  
I have directed this SATB chorus of volunteers for the past 42 years. Members come 
from all around the Capital District. Each individual pays annual dues of $30 to cover 
the cost of their music. We sing just about every kind of sacred and secular music 
including Folk Songs, Broadway, Jazz, Pop, Golden Oldies and Seasonal Favorites. We 
meet on Sunday evenings at 7 pm during the school year in Lynnwood Choir Room. We 
prepare and offer programs for Nursing Homes, Assisted Living and senior housing 
facilities, hospitals and churches and civic organizations. Twice we sang at the 
Altamont Fair. On several occasions we sing with Lynnwood Choir for the Peace 
Concert or Christmas Services. Suburban Sounds never charges for any programs. We do 
collect bottles to help buy music. Lynnwood Reformed Church generously offers us 
rehearsal space. New members are welcome.  
 
 On Sunday, December 23, at 2 pm, Suburban Sounds will offer their annual Holiday 
Concert at the Guilderland Public Library. I am inviting Lynnwood Youth Musicians to 
be our guests this year by presenting a medley of Christmas Carols. 
 

Jean La Crosse 

Director of Church Music 



 

 

Come out and support our very own Fort Hunter Fire Company in their Fort Hunter Smokin' 5K.  
The 5K will take place on Saturday October 6th at 9 am. For registration you can go to 
www.FORTHUNTERFD.ORG and click on the race link. Don't forget to join our Lynnwood 
Reformed Church race team (password: pastorg).   
Any questions - contact Shannon or Greg Comparetta. 

 

In August some of the Senior Singles enjoyed an excursion 

to the DeForest summer home at Duane Lake. 

S Wait for it . . . 

SS Wait for it . . . 

SSS - Second Sunday Song  
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 9 

Standing: Charlie Miller, Jane Brehm, Peg Kniskern, Eileen Brown, Ken Teetsel 

Sitting: Margaret Ettinger, Anna May Morrison, Jean La Crosse 

http://www.FORTHUNTERFD.ORG


 

 

 

 

Dear Lynnwood Congregation, 

On behalf of the family of Catherine (Kitt) Kenna, I want to 

thank all of you who faithfully visited Mom over the past few 

years. Your cards and letters, your cookies and flowers, and 

especially your concern and sincere acts of kindness were a joy 

and comfort to her.  

The women’s group was so wonderful to Mom. And the church 

secretary always remembered to send her bulletins and 

newsletters.  

The Lynnwood “family” was very special to both my mother and 

father. 

Please use this small token to further the work of the women's group at Lynnwood. They may use it 

any way they feel it is needed.  

Many thanks, 

Deborah Todd 

 

Dear Lynnwood Family, 

Thank you so much for all you did for the beautiful memorial service for Geri Mohr. Thank you for the 

wonderful buffet luncheon afterwards. Thanks to Pastors Garret and Stacey, Jean la Crosse, Jean 

Dean, Janice Shaffer, the Lynnwood Women, the Prayer Shawl group for the flowers, and all your help 

and kindness. If Geri watched the memorial service from afar, I'm sure she enjoyed it. 

May God bless you all, 

Jay and Nancy Mohr, and the Mohr family 

 

Dear Lynnwood Family, 

Thank you for all your prayers and kind words during the sad time for our family. Susan Phillips passed 

on June 1 very peacefully and content. Although we will miss her each day, to know she is happy is a 

great relief. My family is blessed to have you. 

Sincerely, 

Becky Phillips 

 

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Lynnwood member 

Catherine (Kitt) Kenna, who entered eternal rest July 5.  



 

 

2018 Fall Youth Events 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
 

Sunday school at Lynnwood is split into two classes:  

Explorations (Pre-K-5th grades) and Discipleship (6th-12th grades).  

Both groups meet every Sunday during worship except if otherwise noted.  

Explorations leaves worship after the children’s sermon.   

Discipleship leaves after the sermon.  

Both classes end at 11:15am.  All are welcome! 

 

Sunday, September 16, 5:30-7pm   

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 

Join us for dinner, games, & time together! 

Sunday, October 7, 5:30-7pm 

Community Youth Group (4th-12th) 

Meet at LRC for dinner, team building, and learning. 

Sunday, October 21, 5:30-7pm  

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 

Join us for dinner, games, & time together! 

Sunday, November 4, 5:30-7pm  

Community Youth Group (4th-12th) 

Meet at ARC for dinner, team building, and learning. 

Sunday, November 18, 5:30-7pm  

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 

Join us for dinner, games, & time together! 

Sunday, November 25 – (Thanksgiving Weekend) 

No Sunday School 

Sunday, December 2, 5:30-7pm  

Community Youth Group (4th-12th) 

Meet at LRC for dinner, team building, and learning. 

Sunday, December 16, 5:30-7pm  

Lynnwood Youth Group (6th-12th) 

Join us for dinner, games, & time together! 

Sunday, December 23, 9:45am  

Christmas Pageant 

 



 

 

 

 

September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
9:00 Worship 

Communion 

Journeying w/Jesus 

3  

Labor Day 

4  
Bldg & Prop 

6:30 

5 
Worship  6:30 

Choir 7:30 

6 
Faith Form. 6:30 

Memorial Team 

6:00 

7 8 

9    
 
9:45 Worship 
Explorations 
Discipleship 
Senior Singles 
Safe Sanctuary        
 Training 

10 
Fellowship 6:30 

Lynnwood Women 

7:00 

11 
Inclusion 6:00 

Mission 6:30 

12 
Prayer Shawl  4:00 

Choir 7:30 

13 
Reports to  

Consistory due 

 

  PRIMARY  

VOTING 

noon - 9 

14 15 

 

16 9:45 Worship 

Explorations 

Discipleship 

Senior Singles 

LRC Youth 5:30 

17 

Newsletter stuff 

due 

Outreach 6:00 

18 

Consistory 

19 
Joyful Noise 10:00 

Serve @ City Mission 

5:00 

Choir 7:30 

20 21 22 

23 9:45 Worship 
Explorations 

Discipleship 

Safe Sanctuary        

 Training 

24 25 

Consistory 6pm 

26 

Choir 7:30 

27 28 29 

30 9:45 Worship 
Explorations 

Discipleship 

Journeying w/Jesus 

Oct 1 
Mission 6:30 

2 
Bldg & Prop 

6:30 

3 
Worship  6:30 

Choir 7:30 

4 
Faith Form. 6:30 

5 6 

2 Brian Thompson 

3 Kathy Mix 
 Andrea Weinberg 
4 Harry Coton 

5 Patty Dergosits 

6 Deb Arnold  
Doug Shaffer 

7 Bill Ackner 

8 Kevin Thompson 

17 Becky Phillips 

18 Mike Lynch 

20 John Lussi 

21 Kay Grosch 

25 Joe Rinella 

30 Shannon Comparetta 

9:45 Worship 



 

 

 

 

 
 

When was the last time you visited the 
Library bulletin board in the hallway  

by the church office? 

There you can catch up on recent 
correspondence, announcements,  

community events, and mission news. 

Check it out! 

I wish I could remember his name... 

Have we met?  
Your name escapes 
me….. 

Who do I contact to 

sign up?… 

I suppose there are a 
few of us who know everyone, but it 
seems we have gotten out of the 
habit of grabbing our name tag on 
the way into church.  
Won’t you help out newcomers - 
and old timers alike - and wear 
yours? If you find yours missing,  
or if somehow we overlooked you, 
please contact the office. 

Deacons 
Joanne Cogswell 
Nancy LaPietro 
Linda Looman 
Charlie Miller 
Pamela Rost 

Sue Weinberg 

Elders 
Kay Grosch 
Ken Klapp 

Carol Lynch 
Kathy Mix 
Lou Smith 

Mark Watson 

Lynnwood Reformed Church 
Sunday Worship 9:45 

Office Hours: 8:30 - 4:00 M-F 
(518) 356-4327 

lynnwoodreformed.org 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com 

 

Pastors: 
Garret Szantner 
Stacey Duensing 

 

Director of Music:  
Jean La Crosse 

-* 

Office Manager:  
Janith W. Mason 

 

Custodian: 
Doug Looman 

Members of our congregation 
who are homebound and/or in 

need of care are posted adjacent 
to the bulletin board in the 

hallway leading to the offices. 
Please remember them  

in your prayers.  
Feel free to contact any member 

of the Care Team or the office  
if you would like to assist  

in any way. 

Are you getting our email blasts?  
Are you on the Prayer partner List?  
Know someone who would like to 

receive our newsletter?  

How can we keep you in the loop?  
 

Just contact the office: 
lynnwood@nycap.rr.com  

or 518-356-4327 

Publication Deadlines    Articles 
for Life of Lynnwood are due on 

the 15th of each month. 

Bulletin Insert    Bulletin insert 
information is due no later than 

2pm on Wednesday. 

Not receiving our emails?   If you 
would like to be included on our 

church’s email list, please send us 
an email with your address and 

request. Thanks! 

Got news?  
Do you have something you would 

like to share : blessings, thanks, 
kudos? Just send them to the church 

office! 

 

 
Ric & Vicki Schlierer 
119 North Ave 
Duanesburg NY 12056 
 
Suzanne Wilber   
518-356-5107 (corrected) 
 

Please remember to contact the office with any changes in your contact information 

  

Directory Updates 

 



 

 

OOPS! 
 

• 

• City Mission Summer Youth 
Adventure Backpack Program 
update 

• 

Notes as of June 30: Commitments received are 50.4% of what was budgeted. Initial-RCA Assessment 
contributions received are 84.9% of what was budgeted. As far as expenses, costs are at or below what was 
budgeted for the first 6 months. 

A huge 'THANK YOU' to everyone for your giving and watching the expenses. 

Your faithfulness to Lynnwood Reformed Church is your faithfulness to God. 


